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Dedication 


book to Miss Genevieve Matteson, who founded and is sponsoring our 
chapter. We are grateful to her for her help and guidance that have made 


| We, the members of the French Creek Yorkers, wish to dedicate this 
the projects we have undertaken a success. 








Foreword 


For the past three years the French Creek Yorkers have been carry- 
ing on research to obtain information for this book to be presented at 
the 180th anniversary of Sherman, 1953. 


This material was gleaned chiefly from the Minerva Library, in past 
editions of the Chautauqua News, and the book “Some Events in the His- 
tory of Sherman” written on the first Centennial by The Historical Com- 


mittee of the Sherman Centennial Celebration. 


In this work we have tried to collect a complete but brief history of 
our fair town. Included in this are our businesses, churches, education, 
recreation, a few short biographies of our prominent citizens and major 


events in our history. 


The preparation of this booklet is in accordance with the program 


of the Yorkers who study state and local history. 


We wish to thank the Advisory Council who have so very ably backed 
our club; the Seniors of 1952 who donated $50 for this booklet; Miss 
Matteson, our ever helpful leader; the merchants who, by their advertise- 


ment, helped make this book possible. 


Also, we wish to thank Mrs. Grace Darling for her never ending 


patience with our library work, and our parents who helped in so many 


other ways. 














HISTORY OF YORKERS 


The Yorker movement began in the year 1947 with five members: 
Jane Gibbs, Mary Jean Aikens, Theo Moorhead, Carolyn Croscutt, 
and Joan Meeder. Of these original five, Jane and Theo remained members 
throughout their school life. 


To become a member of Yorkers you must be a seventh grader and 
may rejoin the group each year through the twelfth year. A recent move- 
ment toward an alumni group will enable members to continue with their 
interest in history after graduation. 


Yorkers are junior members of the New York State Historical As- 
sociation and study local history. They name their groups from historical 
data and the importance of French Creek to the early settlers of our village 
gave the local group their name—The French Creek Yorkers of Sherman, 
New York. 


From the original membership of five, the growth in membership has 
been tremendous. In 1948 there were 61 members, in 1949 a membership 
of 101, in 1950 it had increased to 162, in 1951 there was a slight decrease 
of 148, and this present school year 1952-1953, the membership is our 
largest, 167. 


The projects carried on by the group have been many and varied. 
[These have included such things as scaled models of forts, automobiles, 
airplanes, covered bridges, etc. The girls have dressed dolls in authentic 
colonial clothes, braided rugs, and made patch work quilts. Their biggest 
project, by far, is the founding and maintaining of the Village Museum 
on the Village Common. All antiques in this museum that had to be 
refinished or restored to usefulness received these treatments from Yorkers 
during their club periods. 


Besides this type of work the Yorkers present an annual assembly 
program at school. They also have written three plays on early Sherman 
and have presented a program for the Minerva Club. 


The Yorkers have received many state honors and one national honor. 
Jane Gibbs, Louis##Wareham, Edward Spacht, Theo Moorhead and Janis 
Moran have received Who’s Who Awards from the state. As there are only 
ten of these given yearly, it is a definite honor to receive one. The chapter 
received one of the first three chapter awards ever given and Jane Gibbs 
was twice selected state secretary. The national government presented 
the chapter a scroll for founding the museum. The French Creek Yorkers 
were the first group so honored. 


The group is privileged to attend sectional jamborees and the state 
convention. Sherman was host to the western section for the jamboree 
on April 21, 1951, the year the museum was opened to the public. Members 
of the group have attended state conventions at Cooperstown, Rochester, 
Hyde Park, Buffalo, and Saratoga Springs. 


It is hoped the future will find the Yorkers continuing this caliber 
of work and service to the community. 








SHERMAN, FRENCH CREEK YORKERS—1952-1953 


ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Norvel Reed, Eunice Reed ————— Co-Presidents 
John Moran ————__———————_ Vice President 
Mary Kidder ————————_—_—————_ Secretary 


Genevieve Matteson ——-——_——————_ Treasurer 
Other Members 
Clara Boyd Smith Parkman Lawrence Swartz 
Joseph Spacht George Wareham 


These members represent the Yorker Club, Minerva Club, Chautauqua 
County Historical Society, Village Board, Garden Club, Men’s Association 
and Yorker parents. Olin Scutt was one of the original members of this 
council representing the Men’s Association. His place was filled by Law- 
rence Swartz. 
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Poem 


There stood a hearty frontiersman where French Creek’s sparkling waters 
ran. 


He cleared the land, a home he built, 
His good wife sewed upon a quilt, and soon the forest gaily rang. 


The women stitched, their husbands sang out, “Timber! Timber!” loud 
and clear. 


And soon a settlement was here, 

As homes and churches, mills and stores, 
A school of logs . .. and many more 
Came flocking from Connecticut. 

What a change from one crude log hut! 

A man’s money bought a bell 

And for him, so the histories tell, 

Our town was named, and in “32” 

The people cheered, the whistles blew, 
for we’re a town that’s free at last.... 
The railroad brought some changes fast. 
And could those hardy pioneers 

See Sherman as it now appears 

They’d never recognize this town 


As the tiny place they helped to found. 


By Sue Nuttall and Roberta Wykoff 








TOWN OF SHERMAN — 130 Years Old 


The town of Sherman is one of the most historic regions of Chautau- 
qua County. Although Deering Dorman, the first known settler, erected 
a crude log shanty on Lot 32 in 1823, it was not until April 7, 1832, 
130 years ago, that the pioneers took time to set up a local government. 


Sherman, like the other townships west of Chautauqua Lake, had 
been part of the Town of Chautauqua, and was not organized until after 
it was a part of the Town of Mina, from which Sherman was later removed. 
It comprises Township 2, Range 14, as described by the original Holland 
Land Company’s survey, and contains 36 square miles. 


The town was settled with unusual rapidity. The registry books show 
a greater number of original purchasers of lands in Sherman from 1825 
to 1829, than any other town of equal size in the county, during an equal 
period of time. This is not strange, due to nearness of Chautauqua Lake 
and Mayville, the early center of activity. The country is most inviting, 
with its rich soil, rolling and hilly land, broken by ravines of the many 
streams, clothed with a thick forest growth. 


Dearing Dorman, born in New Haven, Conn., Dec. 20, 1797, came from 
Batavia, in 1823, settled in the virgin forest of Sherman where he erected 
a “shanty” on Lot 2. In the spring of 1824, Alanson Weed erected a log 
house, the first truly pretentious abode. These two families contributed 
the first babes to the little settlement. During the same year, Otis Skinner 
built a “shanty” on Lot No. 24 and Jonathan R. Reynolds, a log house on 
Lot No. 32. At the end of the year these were the first four families. 


Several young unmarried men, including Lester R. Dewey and Hiram 
N. Gleason, were engaged in felling the forest, and clearing a spot large 
enough to build a log house 20 by 24 feet. 


In 1824, Mr. Dorman was able to seed an acre of wheat, which was 
able to produce 30 bushels, the first crop produced in Sherman, which was 
the pride of all. The following year his son Archibald was born, the first 
birth in the new settlement. 


Otis Skinner was the first justice of the peace, and that year performed 
the first marriage ceremony between Lester R. Dewey and Fanny Patter- 
son. Mr. Skinner also taught the first school, in his own house, in the 
winter of 1828-29. A school had been organized in the region of the eastern 
boundary in 1825, the children attending the Mayville school, until their 
school house was erected. 


Though settled much later than several other towns, Sherman pioneers 
had about the same experiences. Procuring breadstuffs, though acquired 
with great inconvenience before the erection of mills, was not so difficult 
as in the case of settlers in remoter towns, who were compelled to get 
grain and flour from Erie and other places in Pennsylvania, from Niagara 
Falls, and even from Canada. 


Some of their difficulties are stated by a pioneer: 


“There was not an open highway in town; not an acre of turf; not a 
sawmill within many miles; and the grist-mill was still more remote. There 
was indeed a hand-mill somewhere in the neighborhood of Chautauqua 
Lake, owned by a Mr. Wing, to which, in cases of urgent necessity, some 
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resorted to ‘cracked corn’ ”’. 
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The lumbering for roofing some of the first houses was hauled through 
the woods from Mayville, having been wafted in rafts, by propitious gales. 
from Ashville, the first sawmill. Settlers who could not procure lumber, 
used bark for covering their dwellings, or made covering by troughs of 
a split linden log, placing two side by side, and laying the third in a re- 
verse position over the edges of the two. It was under such circumstances 
that the settlement was commenced. 


The first families were emigrants, or the immediate descendants of 
emigrants, from favored New England—of sound character, good intelli- 
gence, and withal well schooled in the patriotic principles and persevering 
industry of the pilgrims of Plymouth Rock.” 


In the north-west part of the town, Benjamin Boorman, from England, 
settled in 1825, on Lot 62. 


William Mayborn settled on Lot 61. John Thorp, also from England, 
came about 1838, and settled on the north-east part of town. Richard Buss, 
an Englishman, came in 1826, and settled on Lot 63. Joel Hill settled early 
on Lot 64; was a blacksmith; removed to the village; and, after working 


there at his trade many years, removed to Pleasant Valley, in the west 
part of town. 





ie nt ae ta 


MILLER STREET 








DEARING DORMAN 


Dearing Dorman, Sherman’s first settler, was born on December 18. 
1797, in New Haven, Connecticut. At the tender age of seven years, he 
moved with his family to Batavia, N. Y., where he met his future wife, 
Huldah Perkins. They were married in 1818 and had fourteen children. 


In 1823, Deering came to Sherman to establish a home for his family. 
He built a shanty, covered it with bark, and put in a split log floor. Floors 
in those days were a luxury, for most cabins had trampled and packed dirt 
floors. Today the site of Deering’s and Huldah’s home can be found on the 
Townline Road, north of the railroad on the Bryon Gibbs Farm. 


Huldah, Deering’s wife, died in 1866 and Deering then married Mary 
Horton Elderkin, Addison Elderkin’s widow. She survived him by many 
years. 


To this great pioneer Sherman owes a debt of gratitude. Our village 
is indeed indebted to these adventure-some pioneers of the past. 
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THE CENTENNIAL MONUMENT 


The centennial monument was forty days in transit and did not arrive 
for the dedication services. The weather was so severe the dedication 
services were held in the Community Church and village president, David 
Stanton, presided. 


The services were to be held nearly a mile northeast of the Sherman 
station near the home of George Bird, later known as the Hustis Skinner 
home and now the Byron Gibb’s farmstead. 


Buss Centennial 
On August 12, 1926, the descendents of Richard and Sarah Wood 
Buss celebrated the one-hundredth anniversary of the Buss’s family 
arrival from Kent, England. Seventy-five descendents were present. The 


highlight of the meeting was the viewing of a marker on the old home 
site with the following inscription. 


RICHARD BUSS AND FAMILY 
SETTLED HERE 


AUGUST 12, 1826 
COMING FROM KENT CO. ENGLAND 


ERECTED AUGUST 12, 1926 
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SOUTH SIDE OF MAIN STREET LOOKING WEST 


A VISIT WITH AN OLD TIMER—JOHN KIDDER 


When Grandmother and Grandfather Newell first came here the 
land was covered with timber. They cut the trees for their homes and 
settled the corners near the present Kidder home. There were many dif- 
ferent types of wild animals such as wolves, wild turkeys, and bears. In 
1820 the William Newells came by ox team from Connecticut to Sherman. 
They had to take their corn to Mayville to be ground into cornmeal. They 
lived mostly on wild meat they caught. They also planted their crops such 
as potatoes and corn around stumps of trees until they had cleared the 
land. In the fall they killed two or three deer for the winter. They stored 
the wheat in wooden barrels and casks. Their hogs ran wild in the woods 
and ate beechnuts. 


In 1826 Mr. and Mrs. John Kidder came to this vicinity. There were 
a few log houses when they came here. However, no one was living in them. 
They also came by ox team. They settled on their present farm. They 
burned the trees for the ashes and took them to the ashery. The ashery 
was located across from the present Smith farm. They sold the ashes and 
then bought flour. Sometimes they had the ashes made into rock salt. They 
made shingles and sold them. Sometimes they traded the ashes for other 
products. 


The pioneer families ranged from ten to thirteen children. When they 
went from the barn to the house they would have to wave firebrands to 
keep the wolves from attacking them. There were many wild apples and 
plums here from which they made jam, jelly, and preserves. 


The only road they had from their house to Mayville was where they 
notched the trees to mark the road. The present road through Bliss Gulch 
was then a trail down one side and up the other. The Gulch was so steep, 
the pioneers went around the west side of it over the plains and then on 
toward Mayville with their oxen. 


The only type of pail then was cut from a basswood tree using a block 
of wood about two feet long. 
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SHERMAN IN THE PAST 


Chautauqua County was formed from Genesee County in 1808 and 
was then all one town of the same name. Clymer, which included the 
present four towns of Clymer, French Creek, Mina and Sherman was taken 
off from Chautauqua in 1821. 


In 1824, Mina, which included the town of that name and Sherman, 
was not organized and set off from Mina until nine years after the first 
settlement in 1832. 


The Holland Land Company was located at Mayville at the time of 
the first settlement of this part of the country. The agent was William 
Peacock. The company then furnished land to settlers in quantities of 
one hundred and twenty acres or more at $2.25 per acre. 


The man to first settle in the limits of Sherman was Mr. Deering 
Dorman. He erected a “shanty” on lot number 32 in 1823. He covered his 
‘shanty’ with bark, laid a floor of split logs, kindled a fire in the end of 
the log cabin and introduced his bride to her new home. 


A short time after Mr. Dorman’s settlement, Harvey Goff erected 
a shanty on lot number 24, and Jonathan Reynolds built a log house on 
lot 32 in the fall of the same year. 


There wasn’t an open highway in the town at first, nor a saw mill 
within miles, and the grist mill was still remote. There was a hand mill 
ywned by Mr. Wing, to which, in necessity, some used to crack their corn. 
The timber for roofs was hauled through the woods to Mayville where there 
was a saw mill. 


In the fall of 1825, Charles Hawley, Sr., built a shanty on lot 29 and 
occupied it with his family. The population was still so sparse that his wife 
went for three months without seeing the face of another woman. 


Alanson Weed erected the first saw mill in the town. He built it in 
the summer of 1825 on lot 31. 


In the summer of 1826, William Williams Esq., and Elisha Woodruff 
each built a small frame house on lot 29. These were the first frame houses. 


In the same summer, Elder Spencer, a Baptist clergyman, was the 
first to proclaim the gospel in the town, The first sermon was given in 
the house of J. R. Reynolds. 


In 1827, settlers increased greatly. The forests were cut to build 
houses to clear the land for gardens. 


The Holland Land Company surveyed and mapped out the new Town 
of Sherman. It was the first Tuesday in March 1833 that our first town 
meeting was held at the house of Asahel Hall. Otis Skinner was elected 
supervisor and Osmond Hall town clerk. 


The construction of the Plank Road increased the business of Sherman. 
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THE CHURCHES OF SHERMAN 


Over a hundred years ago the region where our village now stands 
was a wilderness. The settlers came from New England. The life was so 
different. They were accustomed to schools and churches. There they were 
permeated with the air of social code and moral guidance; the newcomers 
were very thoughtful, hopeful and resolute. They believed that if they 
required the help of God in their old homes they surely needed his care 
and direction in the wilderness. 

It is rather uncertain whether the Baptist or the Presbyterian Church 
was the first to be organized but many think the Baptist wes. The first 
Baptist service was preached at the residence of Jonathan Reynolds in 1826. 
his was only three years after the first tree was felled in this territory. 
However, the Baptist society was not organized until August, 1827, two 
months after the first Presbyterian Church of Mina came into existence, 
and it is because of the priority in holding services that the Baptist is 
given precedence in history. All of the first meetings were held in private 


dwellings and school houses until 1843. In 1844 the church was completed . 
and dedicated. In 1864 the church was completely remodeled and in 1868 


rededicated. 

On June 23, 1827, 15 persons met in the home of Dennis Hart for the 
purpose of establishing a Presbyterian Church. After two such meetings 
the church began. Land was given and the church was begua. It wags com- 
pleted in 1833. It stood on what is now Presbyterian Hill, just south of 
the village. 

In 1833 the first Mission Band was started. The same year the “Mater- 
nal Society” was organized. When the children were invited there were 
talks on education, morals, and religion. They held meetings in the building 
long known as Memorial Hall. 

Sherman Methodism had its birth and was organized in 1832 by Otis 
Miller, who used his home as a meeting place. The first sermon was in 
1833 and services were held regularly every four weeks thereafter. The 
first convert was Ezra Smith. In 1835 the school began to be used for 
public worship. 

The first Sunday School commenced in 1834 with eight members. In 
1912 the church joined the Baptist Association. 

The first Universalist Sermon in Chautauqua County was preached 
by Rev. Smith. In 1817 Rev. Paine became the first preacher. Meetings 
were held in the little red school house on the corners of Kipp and Main 
Streets. The first church was established in 1842. 

In 1866 the Irish Catholics came into the community and purchased 
the Universalist Church. The church was greatly persecuted by Sherman- 
ites at first, but now it is looked up to for doing a great work in the service 
of their fellow men. 

The agitation for a union church began several years before the or- 
ganization of the Community Church and four denominations favored 
the proposition. The movement was especially strong in 1915, but not 
enough members voted for it, so the subject was dropped for the time 
being. In 1916 a community service committee was appointed consisting 
of representatives from all of the churches. The subject was discussed 
thoroughly. There was a very strong prevailing feeling that churches 
should form a union (at least during war years). At last all but the Baptist 
Church made the decision that each church should retain its own organi- 
zation and a committee of twelve was to have charge of the church for 
the year. On September 29, the first sermon was delivered. We now have 
three very active churches in Sherman, the Baptist, Community and 
Roman Catholic. We feel that the community will ever be indebted to the 
valiant men and women who organized the churches of Sherman. 
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GRANGE HALL (FORMER UNIVERSALIST CHURCH) 














CATHOLIC CHURCH 


CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Years ago when the railroad was coming to Sherman, many people 
came to town and stayed until the railroad was completed. It was about 
this time that the first Catholic Chapel was outfitted in a house on Park 
Street. Later the Chapel was closed and the furnishings moved to French 
Creek where many of the Catholic people settled. 


In 1914 the number of Catholics in the Sherman area warranted the 
establishment of a temporary Chapel in a rented store on Main Street. In 
August of that year Monsignor Kasprzak dedicated the Chapel; it was 
ealled Our Lady of Peace. 


Soon after that it became evident that a permanent Church was 
needed to answer the needs of the faithful. Construction of the new 
church was begun on the third of October, 1946. The weather was favor- 
able that fall. On November seventh the cornerstone was set in place: 
from then on, it was a race with time to have the church-part ready for 
Christmas. On the rainy December 23 of the same year the men of the 
parish moved all furnishings into the new chapel. The first Mass in the 
new church was said on December 26th by Father Malikowski; those 
present at Mass that morning were Mr. Joseph Baczynski; Mr. Albert 
Yates and Mrs. Yates. The new Chapel housed the Church, a study and 
recreation hall, and the pastor’s living quarters. 


The following priests were stationed at Sherman thus far: Father 
Carl F. Drews, Father Francis McCormick, Father Bernard Sixton, Father 
James Daley, Father Clair F. Hodnett, Father Edwin Fagowski, and 
Father Chester Malikowski, Joseph Skupien, Father Joseph Koper and 
Father Thaddeus Zoblotny. 
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SHERMAN MUSEUM 





SHERMAN PARKS 


On September 9, 1845, Benjamin H. Kipp and Esther, his wife, Elijah 
Miller and Louisa E., his wife, deeded the property occupied by the Pres- 
byterian Church, or Community Hall (which was torn down later) to Den- 
nis Hart, William R. Jaquay and Barney Badt, as trustees of the Town of 
Sherman; the consideration was $66.00. The deed contained the following 
clause: “Also the right of way across a certain piece or parcel of land, 
thrown open as a Public Square. The said parties of the first part for 
themselves and assigns, agree that they will not erect or cause to be erected 
any building or buildings on the said Public Square.” The deed indicated 
that it was to be bounded on the west by Church St., and on the south by 
' Union St. However, this deed was not executed until sometime after 1923. 


SHELDON PARK 


A. B. Sheldon, in the spring of 1920 bought three pieces of land on 
Railroad St., from Abram Wallace, A. H. Wilcox and Mrs. Margaret Card 
Peak at a cost of $1700 and presented them to the Village of Sherman for 
a public park to be called Sheldon Park. The property was duly accepted 
by the Board of Trustees. No work was done on it, however, for about a 
year except for the laying of tile across the park to connect the sewers 
across Railroad St. with the creek. 


In the summer of 1922, five hundred dollars was contributed for the 
purpose of draining and grading for an athletic field at the west end. This 
work was not completed until a few years later because of lack of funds. 
A. B. Sheldon built a grandstand on the condition that the village authori- 
ties and other organizations would finish the drainage and grading. 


The grandstand was torn down a few years ago when more land was 
bought and added on to the park. The park is now owned by the school 


town and state, and is used by the town and school for a playground and 
picnic site. 
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LIGHTS FOR THE BALL FIELD 


At a District Board meeting held at the school July 21, 1950, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: 


Andrew Meeder—Re-elected president. 
Carroll Nuttall—vice-president. 
William Phear—district clerk. 

Ecawin Dean—treasurer. 

Nan Stanton—collector. 

Eleanor Swartz—census enumerator. 
Dr. J. J. Patti—school physician. 


Ear! Parks and Dr. E. S. Francis were appointed as a committee to look 
into the flood lighting project for the athletic field. General Electric engi- 
neers plan to survey the field and give an estimate of the cost. 


When all the figures were collected a meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of voting on the lighting system. 


The first night football game played under the new lighting system 
was Saturday, October 28, 1950. 


There are ten poles capable of lighting the football iield, the softball 
field and the baseball diamond. The poles are 60 feet high and each hag six 
lights with individual wattage of 1500 watts. 


For baseball, two 80 foot poles will be supplemented. They will be plac- 
ad behind home plate. Baseball will have 120 lights and football will have 
60 lights. 


Erection of the lights will be in charge of the Niagara-Mohawk Co., 
and Nuttall and Vidal. 


BANKS OF SHERMAN 


Banks are an important part of any community’s standing, for with 
gut some financial backing, no one can succeed. The first reference to banks 
in Sherman was made in the County Centennial Issue. This publication 
stated that Sherman had been the location for one of the wildcat banks, 
which were located for sole purpose of issuing private bills. These banks 
soon failed because of insufficient backing and poor banking policies. 


The Sherman Exchange is the first bank with any record, being es- 
tablished about 1865. This bank rebuilt their building twice after fire; 
onee in 1869 and 1877. During a period of depression in 1884, the Sherman 
Exchange failed, and in 1885 it paid its creditors sixty per cent of their 
claims. 


The Bank of Sherman was organized in 1884, and did business until 
1890, when it was consolidated with the State Bank of Sherman. The 
fixtures were sold to the First. National Bank of North East. Because of 
large loans to parties who could not pay back, this bank was only able to 
pay its creditors eighty five per cent of their claims upon its consolidation. 


The State Bank of Sherman was organized in 1890 and its quarters 
were in the old bank of Sherman home. In 1893 it moved to Main St., and 
remained there until 1932, whe it failed, paying only a small percentage. 
This is the longest lived bank, having a life span of about 40 years. 


In 1947, the Jamestown Bank established a branch office in Sherman, 
and this has been running prosperously since. Sherman has had quite a 
long history of banks to tie in with the other parts of her history. 
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SHERMAN FIRES 


Some reports state that the first fires in Sherman took place in the 
grocery store of Mr. Charles Sperry. This store stood on the corner of 
Main and Franklin Streets. 

In February, 1865, the tannery and shoe shop of Platt S. Osborne, 
the store of Lyman Hoah, Post Office and Town Clerk’s office with all 
records, burned. It is not known whether or not these offices were in the 
store buildings. 

On November 5, 1869, the “Great Fire” occurred. This fire destroyed 
the entire north side of Main Street, from Miller to Church, and also some 
buildings on Miller Street. The fire started about one P. M. in the Sherman 
House where Ross and TeHaar were proprietors. It was first seen by John 
Voight who was in a store on the south side. It took but a few hours to 
destroy the whole section as the wind was in the west and there was no 
fire protection. The water, brought from the creek, was insufficient. This 
fire started in the chimney. 

Included in the loss in this fire were the buildings of: Ross and Te 
Haar, C. C. Thompson Drug Store, Dunbar and Sheldon Grocery, the 
Metropolitan Block, S. T. Hawley Clothing Store, Coveney and Hart, Dry 
Goods, J. T. Green Dry Goods, Benson and VanDusen Law Offices, the 
lrinity Block owned by Myrick and Hawley and also a blacksmith shop 
owned by Bates and Southwirth. The total damage was $50,000 but only 
about half was covered by insurance. 


The second fire on the north side took place in December, 1876. This 
was not so serious as the Hart and Corbett block, which had not been 
rebuilt, stopped it from spreading over Church Street. It was the second 
time some of the lots had been burned out, but the brick buildings with- 
stood, even under the blast of the heat of the south side fires. 

“Another Scorcher’—this was the heading of the Chautauqua News, 
when on July 14, 1890, the South side of Main Street burned out. The 
fire which broke out at 4 A. M. is believed to have started in the Boys’ 
Club Room on the second floor of the Little Building. The greatest single 
loss was the Dean house but the total ran up to $40,000. 

About 6:20 a steam engine and forty men arrived from Corry to help 
fight the fire but it had reached the limit then and was beyond help. 
Every building on the north side was damaged from the blaze. 


About this time an old landmark of Sherman also went up in flames. 
It was the toll gate building located north of town. The fire company wasn’t 
even called to this fire. 


Again on January 7, 1895, the South side burned. This time it broke 
out at midnight in either the A. J. Peck Clothing Store or in the Advance 
office. In a very short time all the buildings from Franklin Street over to 
and including Enoch Sperry’s Hardware were in flames. The North side 
was also severely damaged from broken glass and from scorched wood. 
Damage of the fire was estimated at $50,000. 

In March, 1925, a New Farrabee chemical fire truck and pumper, 
driven by an expert, arrived here from Buffalo. Great adoration was shown 
by a group of future firefighters that were allowed to take a trip around 
the village. 

The Parent Teachers Association of F indley Lake put on benefit plays 
in March and April of 1927 for the firemen of Sherman to show their 
appreciation for their good work in saving the business section of Findley 
Lake when it was threatened by fire. The funds went to pay for fire 
house apparatus which was not yet paid for, 
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EARLY FIRE ENGINE 


In 1927 three fires occurred. One was Richard Willings barn on the 
Creek Road and another was in the ell of the farmhouse of William H. 
Morse. The third was Jack Freeman’s house at Summerdale. 


The sawmill of H. C. Lyon, located west of Summerdale, was totally 
destroyed in August, 1929. The fire broke out shortly after one o’clock. 
The Sherman Fire Department responded to the alarm, but did not reach 
the scene of the fire to do any good. The delay was occasioned by having 
to walk a mile to get to a telephone. The cause of the fire was unknown. 


The year 1941 seemed to be a year for fires. In February one of 
Sherman’s better farm homes was burned to the ground. The house was on 
the old Edmund Hart farm located on the Sherman-Mayville road. Reed 
and Buesink had recently purchased it. Four fires occurred in three days 
in March. This was the worst series here in many years. The Bement 
farmhouse located southeast of Sherman and one of this section’s better 
known farms burned to the ground Monday, March 17, 1941. It was oc- 
cupied by Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Canfield. Snow plows attempting to open the 
road to the farm became stuck and blocked the road until the town cater- 
pillar truck got them out. The second one was the L. D. Gale farm at 
Stedman which was destroyed by fire on Tuesday, March 18. Mr. Gale, 89 
years old, lived on the farm alone. Snow prevented the Sherman fire 
department from being called. The third fire was the pump house of H. 
C. Howe which caught on fire from sawdust. There was little damage. 
The last one was a small fire on the roof of the Hattie Dill house. 


In May the Ralph Martin barn caught on fire. The barn was completely 
destroyed. North East and South Ripley sent fire-trucks along with 
Sherman’s fire company. 


The Community Church was threatened by fire in March, 1949. One 
side was badly damaged and also a rug and the ceiling on the inside. The 
loss was estimated at $4,700. 


Two other small fires in the same month caused some excitement. 
They were the private garage of Charles Lamb which destroyed his Ford 
and inside of the garage and a chimney fire at Mrs. Phoebe Schroder’s. 
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SHERMAN POST OFFICES 


The first post office was established December 1824, when Sherman 
was still a part of Mina, and therefore was known as the Mina Post Office. 
Nathaniel Thorp was appointed the first postmaster and as he was settled 
on lot six, the post office was no doubt located near the Buss Schoolhouse. 
Thorp had also been elected Supervisor of Mina in April, 1824 and records 
show he probably kept office in his own house. He held the office of Post- 
master until September, 1829, when Potter Sullivan was appointed. 


In September, 1832, when Sherman was set off from Mina as a separ- 
ate township, Josiah R. Keeler was appointed postmaster and held his 
office in his store on Presbyterian Hill. 


In May of 1836, Elizah Miller was appointed as postmaster and moved 
the office to his house on the corner of Church and Miller Streets. Since 
then the post office has remained in what is now the village. 


Many have held the office of postmaster, with Mr. Robert Fisher, 
Mrs. Gerald Skinner and Miss Julia Bates as the present officials. 


Large Gas Well is Brought in on Farm Near Stedman 


A gas well with estimated daily volume production of 250,000 cubic 
feet and closed-in pressure of 280 pounds to the square inch, was brought 
in last week on the Meadowview Poultry Farm. Leo Ticknor owns and 
operates this farm which is located about five miles from Stedman. 


D. D. Frost, of Bradford, driller, encountered an extremely hard for- 
mation of dark blue shale and grit at 600 feet, striding top of pay sand 
at 610 feet. Total depth of the hole was 625 feet, with no pocket drilled 
below pay formation. Pay is sandy lime, an unusual discovery in this 
section. 


Geology of the well was worked out by John P. Ruggles, petroleum 
engineer and geologist from Jamestown. There being no well records of 
any kind from which to base estimates of production and depths of pay 
formations, the survey was made strictly from surface and sub-surface 
readings. 


As the well built up pressure very rapidly, driller and crew worked 
all night installing packer and tubing string. Mr. Ticknor arranged to 
pipe gas to his buildings at once. 


























SHERMAN SCHOOL—1868 


SCHOOLS OF SHERMAN 


The first school building in the township of Sherman was erected at 
Hemstreet’s Corners in 1826 or 1827. Simeon Park and Sarah Park were 
teachers. The school house burned in 1828 or 1829. The date of 
erecting the building is not exact and therefore the date of its burning 
isn’t either. 

The first school building erected in the village of Sherman itself was 
a log hut roofed with bark, built in 1830. It was said that the hut was built 
as a trapper’s cabin. Lydia Tanner taught the first term. School was held 
in the summer months and the hut was used only for recitation. All the 
studying was done in the shade of nearby trees. 


The first frame building was erected at the corner of Main and Kipp 
Street, now the residence of Miss Mary Kidder. Henry Blackman, a Free- 
will Baptist minister, was the first teacher. 


In 1843 this district’s number was 12, therefore 11 other schools must 
have been in the township at the time. 


In January of 1846, a special school meeting was held and they decided 
to build a school house at the corner of Church and Park St., which is 
now the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Willis Meabon. The building was ready 
for use the following September. 


In 1861 an addition was built on the building and two teachers were 
hired instead of one. It was voted by the district to organize a Free Union 
School in 1867. 


The first Board of Education was elected in December of the same 
year. The officers were as follows: James Fenner, president; W. F. Green, 
secretary; S. H. Myrick, S. D. Adams, J. T. Green, S. B. Miller, D. C. 
Sheldon, B. F. Coffin, and H. W. Sperry. The first principal was C. D. 
Mead and his assistants were Miss Alice Gibbs and Miss Martha Dutton. 

In 1868 a meeting was held and the district voted a new school building 
be erected at the site where our Public School stands today. The building 
was started in the summer of 1869 and was ready for the fall term of the 
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same year. The faculty was composed of three teachers, Professor Haskill, 
Miss Merchant, and Miss Mary Vincent. 


So many additions have been added to the building that it no longer 
has the “old” look, but a “new” look in its place. The schools of Sherman 
have grown to meet the growth of the community in past century and 
they will continue to do so as long as Sherman is part of the “Land of 
Opportunity.” 


In September, 1923, the registration was the highest in Sherman Central 
School up to this time. The High School was filled to Seating capacity, 
which was 103. The registration was 101. The total in the entire school 
was 262, including the teachers. 


A High School Literary Club was formed in 1927 by the Freshmen. 
In this same year a Student Council was formed for the first time in the 
history of this school. The students talked over the school problems with 
the faculty. 


In April, the school arranged with Elson Art Publication Co. Inc., 
of Belmont, Mass. for an art exhibition of 20 pictures. It was held at the 
schoolhouse on the 7th and 8th and it consisted largely of photographs 
and carbon photo gravures made directly from original masterpieces. A 
small admission was charged and the proceeds went for wall decoration. 
The main purpose was to give the people an opportunity to see a collection 
of the world’s famous masterpieces and to make it possible for the public 
school to own a few of them. 


In June, the 37th annual reunion and banquet of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of Sherman High School was held in Memorial Hall. 


In September, 1928, Ernest C. Hartwell, Supervisor of schools at 
Buffalo and president of the New York State Teachers Association, center- 
ad the program for the Association around the subject of teachers train- 
ing. The commissioner of education, Dr. Frank P. Graves and the Director 
of State Normal Schools, Dr. Fred H. Dearborn, cooperated in every way 
and the conventions were held in the latter part of October and the early 
part of November. They included lectures, discussions, demonstration 
lessons and other methods for the betterment of the teaching profession. 
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Also, in 1928, a new regulation concerning pupils being tardy or absent 
from school was established. At this time they had the largest enrollment 
in the school’s history. In High School there were 111 and 275 in the entire 
school. 


Principal Weaver resigned his position on July 1, 1928. In August of 
this year there was a meeting of the Board of Education and they voted 
a budget of $10,000 for the coming school term. This was the lowest that 
it had been in years. 


In November, 1935, the school received a grant for the school building 
from the Federal Government. This did not have to be paid back. 


Later a large, one page advertisement was run in the paper explaining 
the advantages of a central school. It included these important points. 


1. Better school facilities. 
2. Community Center. 


3. Would receive grants from Federal Government of $69,750, and 
the state government,—$20,625, thus making it cheaper for the taxpayers. 


4. Shop, Hmkg., cafeteria, and auto mechanics department would be 
added. 


5. More practical and better school at no more expense. 
6. Employment for many unemployed. 


On December 11, 1935, there was a vote to see if the taxpayers would 
accept a central school and the affirmative won. The following townships 
were represented in centralizing the school: Sherman, Clymer, Harmony, 
French Creek, Mina, Chautauqua, Ripley, Westfield. 


The school board for the first central school was as follows: One 
year term, S. L. Hart; Two year term, Andy Meeder; Three year term, 
Harold Walton; Four year term, Ray O. Jones; Five year term, La Verne 
Wallace. 


In January of 1936, a vote was taken on the bond issue in connection 
with the housing of the central school district. Few people turned out 
because of weather conditions but the final vote showed that 221 were 
in favor of it and 50 were opposed. 


The next month the award of the preliminary contract for the con- 
struction of the new building was approved by Arthur S. Tutle, acting 
State Director of the Federal Public Works Administration. The contract, 
involving $7433 for excavation and foundations was awarded to Car] A. 
Shellberg, of Jamestown, New York. 


In May the bids on the remaining construction were accepted with 
reservations. The suggested changes were submitted to the State Educa- 
tion Department and the Federal Emergency Administration of Public 
Works: The bids received and accepted, subject to change, were: General 
Construction—J. M. Genzinger, Jamestown, $98,230; Plumbing—James- 
town Plumbing and Heating Co., $10,909; Heating Ventilation, etc.— 
Jamestown Plumbing and Heating Co., $17,950; Electrical Work—Tun- 
quest Electric Co., Jamestown, $10,270. 


In 1938, Safety Education was added to the school curriculum to 
meet the requirements of the state education department in safety. The 
faculty worked out a new method to prevent accidents and discussions on 
these topics were held in classes: I. Safe Building—School and Home; II. 
Safety in the Community. 
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ill. Traffic Safety 

IV. Home Safety 

V. Safety at Work 

VI. Recreational Safety 

VII. Playground and Gymnasium Safety 
VIII. Safety in Bus Transportation 

IX. Safety Through Avoiding Accidents 


In 1941. under the direction of William Stasch, the band of S. C. §. 
gained ratings at Fredonia and Jamestown, enabling them to go to At- 
lantic City for the National Contest. Miss Batchelder and Mr. Stasch and 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Russell accompanied them. The music to be played was 
not received, however, and so the band did not compete. They could get 
a National rating but could not play in combined band. They were com- 
mended for being the smallest band ever to compete in Nationals. A bronze 
plaque was received for the Jamestown entry and a silver plaque for the 
National entry. 


In the same year the original plans for the bus shop were sent to the 
State but were rejected. After much discussion the plan was revised and 
passed. Three bids were submitted of which Tallman and Sons was the 
lowest, it being $15,866. 


The advantage of this project would be for protection against fire 
of the equipment as it could only be insured for its appraised value and 
the equipment would have to be immediately replaced. 


In January, 1942, Tallman completed the new bus garage. 


At this time a Citizenship Roll was introduced. The pupils were 
judged by their cooperation, cheerfulness. consideration for others, cour- 
tesy, proper use of time and materials, desirable health habits, clear 
speech, and no illegal tardiness or absences. 




















SCHOOL TODAY — 1953 


The present day school employs 35 members in its faculty. They are 


as follows: 


Kindergarten—Miss Verna Nut- 
tall. 
Ist Grade—Mrs. Betty Laws, Mrs. 
Florence Casler, Mrs. Dorothy 
Brooker. 

2nd Grade—Mrs. Marion Morse, 
Mrs. Lydia Seeley. 

3rd Grade—Miss Cecille Beach, 
Mrs. Linda Moran. 

4th Grade — Miss Ada Buesink, 
Mrs. Dorothy Fortune. 

5th Grade—Mrs. Hester Dean, 
Mrs. Alice Rouse. 

6th Grade—Mrs. Caroline Steb- 
bins, Mrs. Zillah Larson. 

7th Grade—Miss Genevieve Mat- 
teson, Mr. Joseph Gervase. 

8th Grade—Mrs. Marion Scutt. 

Speech Correctionist — Dorothy 
Natalie. 

Principal—Jacob Allart. 

Vice-Principal—John Butler. 


Music—Mr. Donald Greene, Mrs. 
Margaret Brosius. 

Art—Mr. Robert Spannbauer. 

Latin—Miss Willburna Deren- 
berger. 

English—Mr. Jack Ainsworth. 

Math—Mr. Richard Weinheimer. 

Social Studies—Mr. Frank Bu- 
kowski. 

Homemaking — Miss Mary Lou 
Murty. 

Agriculture—Mr. John Price. 

Science—Miss Carol Sundean. 

Physical Education — Mrs. Nyla 
Spitzer, Mr. Harry Brosius. 

Shop and Guidance — Mr. John 
Butler. 

Typing—Mrs. Jennie Hyde. 

Driver’s Training — Mr. Alfred 
Ltjungberg. 

Grade Supervisor— Mr. Alvin 
Persons. 

Secretary—Mrs. Eleanor Swartz. 


Nine busses bring the children to and from school. There are three first 
grades and three second grades, and two of every other grade through 
the Freshman Class except the eighth grade which is a single one. We 
have a total of 640 enrolled in school this year. 


Mr. Allart came to Sherman as the principal in 1938 and is retiring 
this June, 1953, after 32 years of service in the teaching profession. 


The present building, erected in 1914, houses grades 6-12. The first 
addition to this building was made in 1938 and another addition was built 
in 1952. The busses were originally housed at what is now Moorhead’s 
Garage until the present garage was erected in 1942. The bus garage 
also has farm tool and bus repair shops. 


The curriculum of the school has changed greatly over the years as 
demonstrated by the list of faculty members and their respective subjects. 
The most recent subjects to be added were Driver’s Training and Correc- 
tive Speech Teaching. The school maintains facilities for full time regis- 
tered nurse. 











SHERMAN NEWSPAPERS 


There have been many newspapers in Sherman. Some of them are: 
The Western New Yorker, The Sherman News, The Sunbeam, The Weekly 
Record, The Chautauqua News, Chautauqua Rural Press, The Advance, 
The Sherman Crescent, Chautauqua Independent and The Sherman Ad- » 
vance. 


The first one, The Western New Yorker, was put out first on April 
28, 1853. At this time Patrick McFarland and Amos Wheeler were the 
aditors and proprietors. About a year or so later, however, it was sold 
to the Westfield Transcript. 


The second paper in Sherman was The Weekly Record. This was started 
by James M. Bray in 1872 and ended at the late autumn of the same year. 


The third paper, The Chautauqua News, was started in March 22, 1876, 
by E. W. Hoag of Youngstown, Pa. At first it was called the Chautauqua 
County News but this was soon changed. It changed ownership several 
times. In 1879 it was sold to C. E. Sheldon, and later on in 1918 was sold 
to Dorman Frinting Company. 


The next paper in Sherman was The Sunbeam. It was started in Feb- 
ruary, 1883 by nine year old Nellie Sheldon. It came out once a month and 
zost $.25 a year. 


The fifth newspaper of Sherman was The Chautauqua Rural Press 
and was started in May 1, 1886, by H. F. Dorman, Proprietor, and M. L. 
Dorman, editor and publisher. 


The Advance was next. It was started on June 6, 1889 with George 
Collier as editor and F. A. Ellis as the business manager. 


After this came The Sherman Crescent. It was published and edited 
by M. L. Dorman and the Dorman Press. It started on September 23, 1898. 


Another paper was The Sherman Advance with M. L. and L. B. Dorman 
as editors and proprietors and was started October 5, 1916. : 


Thus during a period of about 63 years, ten papers started and quit 
in Sherman. 


With the issue of September 2nd, 1949, the Chautauqua News changed 
ownership to Robert and Helen Reis and Donald Vincent, former Sherman 
Central School teachers. The three young people had been spending the 
summer at the news shop becoming acquainted with the operation of put- 
ting a newspaper together. Don Harris, editor for the past two and one 
half years is leaving to edit the Clymer Booster and to solicit advertising 
for the Mayville Sentinel. Friday, March 6, 1953, saw the paper again under 
the new ownership of Mr. Forest Hopkins of North East, Penna. Mrs. 
Helen Rater is the Sherman editor, 








MINERVA LIBRARY 


In May, 1906, the Minerva Club had $15.00 in it s treasury which it 
voted to use to purchase books as the nucleus of a long desired free library 
for the town. Fourteen books were purchased and the following Christmas, 
thirty books were given by members of the club. 


Karly in 1907, a Board of Trustees was elected and thus the Minerva 
Free Library was formally organized. The board applied to the state for 
a provisional charter which was granted by the Board of Regents. At 
first the books were kept at the home of Mrs. C. H. Waterhouse and she 
acted as librarian. 


During the summer the club raised money for the purchase of books. 
On September 21, of that year the library was formally opened to the 
public in the assembly room of the Town Hall with 50 volumes on the 
shelves. The town provided book shelves, and furnished heat and light. 
Mrs. Myrte Rice Haynes was librarian and had an assistant. (Neither 
received a salary.) The library was then open on Wednesday and Satur- 
day afternoons of each week and on Saturday evenings. At the close of 
1907, sixteen of the leading magazines were added to the library to be 
placed in circulation. 


On April 17, 1908, O. W. Norton of Chicago, offered to put up a libra- 
ry if the town would raise $500 annually for its support. So the following 
May 19th, a town meeting was called and the offer was accepted almost 
unanimously and an Executive Board of the Association was formed. Mr 
Norton picked the northeast corner of Railroad and Miller Streets as 
the site of the building. When the building was finished it was valued at 
$25,000. By February 13, 1909, the library opened with 2000 volumes on 
its shelves and 25 magazines on its tables. 

The library lost one of its best friends on October 1, 1920, with the 
death of Mr. Norton. 

When the new library was opened, Miss Florence Hawley was secured 
as the first paid librarian and she served in this capacity until November 


1, 1950. An absolute charter was also granted by the Board of Regents at 
this time. 
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MINERVA LIBRARY 


The library is now opened on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday af- 
ternoons and on Tuesday and Saturday evenings, and now has 11,235 
books, plus 30 subscribed and 15 donated magazines. The circulation of 
both books and magazines in the year 1940 amounted to 16,021. 

The present Board of Trustees consists of the following members: 
President, Mrs. James Pratt; Vice-President, Mrs. Mabel Miller; Secretary, 
Mrs. Clara Boyd; Treasurer, Mrs. Olin Scutt; other members are William 
Raspas, Charles Anderson, Ora DeClow, Mrs. Louisa Jones and Mrs. Grace 
Darling. 

The circulation of books from the library in 1925 was 20,734 and it 
had a register of 720 active borrowers. This was only a new record for 
itself in its statistics of public service, but it won a foremost place among 
all the town libraries of the state. The statistics of the library then showed 
that the population of the entire township was 1467 people. This made an 
average of 14 books a year borrowed by each person, 60 books to each 
household, and 2 registered borrowers per family. 

In a letter from the director of Library Extension in Albany in 1933, 
Sherman received a rating of 191.72 per cent which was 15 points higher 
than any previous rating. This rating indicated highly satisfactory service. 

After three years on the waiting list, in 1938 the Minerva Free Li- 
brary was chosen to receive, each quarter, books from the Carnegie En- 
dowment fund. The first four books received were: 

“Allah Dethroned’’—Lilo Linke 
“India Reveals Herself’’—Basil Mathews 
“Circling The Caribbean’—Tom Marvel 
“Madam Curie’—Eve Curie 

Miss Florence Hawley 

Miss Florence Hawley resigned as librarian of the Minerva Free 
Library on November 1, 1950. She had been the librarian for forty-two 
years. She began her library career, when the building which was given 
by Mr. Oliver W. Norton to the town of Sherman, was opened on February 
13, 1909. It has now grown to a size of eleven thousand from the original 
two-thousand. Miss Hawley certainly deserves all the acclaim and honor 
given her unselfish devotion to the community. 
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SHERMAN RAILROADS 


In 1852 the Erie and New York City Railroad Company, surveyed a 
iine through the township of Sherman. That fall, winter, and summer, some 
grading was done and ties were placed beside the future railroad. This 
railroad line ran north of the village thru what is now the Willard Akerly 
residence on Miller Street and westward throught the Sternberg farm. In 
1882 the Legislature extended the charter of this road and it has been 
stated that this same charter is still in force. 


The next railroad, called the Crosscut Railroad, was incorporated in 
the Buffalo and Oil Creek Railroad in 1865 and was opened for service 
two years later. This railroad ran from the Pennsylvania State Line to 
Brocton. The town of Sherman was bonded for $30,000 and though stock 
never paid dividends the bonds drew seven per cent interest. This com- 
pany ran the road for two years and then the Buffalo, Corry and Pittsburgh 
Railroad Company took over until 1873. At that time the railroad changed 
hands again and now was the Dunkirk, Chautauqua Lake and Pittsburgh 
Railroad. Five years later it was abandoned and all mail and passengers 
were carried via stage line operated by C. J. Dodge who ran the stage from 
Westfield to Corry. 


During the year 1878 several changes were made in Ownership and 
many interested persons bought and sold, bought and resold the line after 
repeated inspections had been made. By 1879 the line was again in opera- 
tion only to be blocked by snow for more than nine days. It is interesting 
to note that 75 men from Sherman were among those who helped dig out 
the stalled train which immediately proceeded to Mayville. 


For some unknown reason, in 1879 the railroad again changed its name 
back to the Dunkirk, Chautauqua Lake and Pittsburgh Railroad and kept 
that name for two years when the Pittsburgh, Titusville, Buffalo Railroad 
Company bought it and ran it until 1882. Under their ownership the rail- 
road was extended through Dunkirk to Buffalo and was now known as 
the Buffalo, Pittsburgh and Western Railroad Company. In 1884 it again 
changed hands when the Buffalo, New York, Philadelphia Railroad Com- 
pany bought it. They managed to operate it for four and a half years when 
it was sold to the Western New York and Pennsylvania Company. Since 
1900 it has been leased and operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany. Until 1949, Sherman enjoyed some passenger service but at that 
time the modern automobile took its toll of railroad passengers and that 
service was discontinued. Now only freight service is available and these 
often use the modern diesel engines. 


From its beginning in 1852, needless to say, many changes in grading 
and crossings have been made and the present owners maintain that the 
road is in an excellent state of repair. Many “oldsters”’ still love to reminisce 
and tell of “going to depot” to meet the many passenger trains that stopped 
daily and maybe “hitch a ride” back to the village with Charlie Darling 
in his horse drawn taxi. 


On March 3, 1926, the Jamestown, Westfield and Northwestern Rail- 
road Company agreed to stop the passenger trains on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad at the junction below Mayville for the transfer of passengers 
anroute to Jamestown. 


_ Station Agent Newburg reported that during the week of May 1, 1926, 
there was loaded at the Sherman depot 7225 gallons of maple syrup, con- 
signed to the Cary Maple Sugar Co. of St. Johnsburg, Vermont. The prices 
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paid were $1.98 per gallon for fancy syrup; $1.54 for No. 1 grade; $1.21 
for No. 2 grade and 99 cents for all below the No. 2 grade. 

On April 27, there were 84 cases of eggs shipped from Sherman—the 
largest number of cases ever taken in on one day ai this station. 


On May 28, 1926, new switching tracks, approaching from the south 
were installed to take the place of the old tracks approaching from the 
north. These tracks are to accommodate the unloading of grain direct 
from the car to the Farmers Mill, and the shipment of milk from the plant 
>f the Peaks Products Company. Cobb’s gasoline and oil station is also 
accommodated for unloading purposes. 


The change in service gets the milk into New York one day earlier. 
The Peak plant began the pasteurizing of milk early in the week of May 
21, 1926 and the daily receipts will be so handled through the summer 
season. 


On May 4, 1927, there was a Railroad accident at Westfield on the 
Nickel Plate in which three men were killed and others were injured. The 
bodies of the dead were buried in the wreckage. The dead were William 
&. Woodin, C. A. Bartsch, and A. R. Butler. The injured man was John 
foroh of Conneaut. B. C. Johnson was conductor of the train. 


It was proposed on June 1, 1927, by the Pennsylvania R. R. to discon- 
tinue two trains on the Buffalo Division, but it met with such a storm of 
protest that officials granted a second hearing in the matter at the Sher- 
man Depot on Wednesday. After a mutual understanding had been arrived 
at, a fine spirit of cooperation prevailed and the railroad officials expressed 
a desire to give the communities represented, the best service possible. 


On June 27, 1927, there was a change in the Railroad Time table. 


On September 15, 1927, an accident at the Pennsylvania Station killed 
Frank Bond. A train was switching onto a siding and Bond was brakeman 
on this section. He fell to the ground from a car and was picked up dead. 
flow he met his death will in all probability always remain a surmise for no 
one knows the cause of it. 


On September 15, 1927, the train schedule was changed, leaving Sher- 
man with four passenger and mail trains daily; two going north and two 
south. 


On January 12, 1938, a brakeman was killed by a fast Pennsylvania 
Railroad train. Glen Ahlgren was fatally injured about 10:30 as he stepped 
directly in the path of a fast southbound passenger train on the Allegheny 
division of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 


The Railroad announced the end of local passenger service on January 
14, 1949. Mayor Pratt reported that the representative of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad announced that the railroad intends to suspend the two passenger 
trains now serving the village. Average passengers on both trains were: 
seven on one and three on the other. They can no longer operate at a loss. 
Mail will be carried by star route between Corry and Westfield with one 
trip per day in each direction, 
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EARLY HISTORY OF WATERWORKS 


In May 1896 the business men of Sherman organized a company to 
provide a system of water works. The following were elected directors for 
one year: W. H. Homewood, C. H. Corbelt, President; J. L. Thayer, for 
2 years; W. H. Sperry, C. E. Cobb, J. C. Page, C. E. Sheldon, Secretary ; 
W. J. Corbelt, Treasurer. The company was later incorporated. 


The Flint & Walling Mfg. Co. of Kendallville, Indiana, built a 500 bar- 
re] tank on a 70 foot derrick, also a windmill to pump the water from the 
well underneath it. A six inch pipe was laid under Main Street and most 
of the business places and residences were connected with the new water 
system. The total cost of this work was $2769.54. 


Later a pump in Edmunds mill was connected with the main pipe to 
take water from the pond in case of fire. A contract was later made with 
the Sherman Light Co., to pump the water instead of using the windmill. 
The price of this operation was $5.00 a month. 


There was about $3,100 worth of stock sold on which small dividends 
were paid for a few years. 


On September 22, 1908, a special election was called for the purpose 
of deciding whether or not to bond the village for $20,000.00 to establish 
a new and better system of water works. The voters at this election decided 
in favor of the issue. 


The property of Sherman Water Works Co. was purchased for $1550. 
A contract was made with S. T. Benson & Co. to build the system in ac- 
cordance with plans prepared by E. A. Wilder. The plan provided for the 
laying of a pipe to a spring on the farm of Lloyd Vincent which is a mile 
and a half north of the village. This pipe would conduct water to a small 
reservoir near the old electric light plant. From here the water would be 
pumped to a larger reservoir located on a hill back of the residence of S. 
B. Wood. This would be done by means of a gas or oil pump. This would 
also afford ample pressure in all parts of the village and also water of 
superior quality for domestic purposes. 


The big spring located on the farm of Floyd Vrooman’s was “cribbed 
in’ so as to eliminate all surface and Swamp water from draining into it. 
Ihe spring was also covered to protect it from all foreign substances which 
might fall or be blown into it. After these necessary steps were completed 
the spring was then connected with the necessary piping to the main water 
system of the village. 


It was proposed at the regular meeting of the village board that a 
new system that would take care of the whole town be built. Up to this 
time the village had been depending upon springs to provide them with 
water. If these springs were proven unsanitary it would cause the rate of 
insurance to go up in Sherman. 


It was revealed that the present water is polluted and the State Health 
Commission says it is unsafe and could cause intestinal diseases. Until a 
new water system is established the present water system will have to 
be chlorinated so that it will be fit to use. The water from the present 
system comes from surface pools and Swamps. 


The proposed deep well or wells would prove pure and sanitary. The 
proposed deep well would guarantee 125,000 gallons of water a day. This 
would give enough water for fire-fighting as well as for sprinkling lawns 
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in the dry summers. This new system would free the villagers from worry 
over the danger of a typhoid epidemic or epidemics. 


The Village Board took action on the proposed new wells. The land 
zontaining the well or wells must be two hundred feet square and must be 
fenced off from any adjoining land. 


The Village Board had received bids on the new well and water system. 


The well which is now in use by the village was put down in February 
1933. Good well. In 1942, the pump was pulled and inspected by the Loyne 
New York Co. the company which installed it. The pump was still in ex- 
cellent shape. 


Our reservoir holds water which would last only two days if the 
pump fails. When the pump failed and wasn’t put into service until we 
were down to 6” of water it was decided we needed an auxiliary pump to 
supplement the water in case of another failure of the present pump. 


The addition of the auxiliary pump was submitted to the voters and 
was approved by them. 











TELEPHONES OF SHERMAN 


Probably the first telephone line in Sherman was built by A. G. Sax- 
ton from his home to his place of business. C. E. Sheldon also had one at 
about the same time. These were simply light wires with batteries. 


A line was built from Sherman to North Clymer and Jamestown by 
the Bell Company in 1890. This arrangement was not very satisfactory 
and the Sherman Telephone Co. in 1920 purchased the lines. 


The construction of the Sherman Telephone lines began on January 
27, 1889, after a meeting of seven members was held. When Mr. Homewood 
died in March 1906, Mr. Cornish, vice president, acted as president. At one 
time the lines of Sherman Telephone Company extended to Clymer and to 
french Creek, but when the Clymer Telephone Company was established 
the Sherman Company turned over most of the phones in those towns to 
the new company. 


In 1921, two additionial toll lines were built to complete two circuits 
from Fredonia to Westfield and Mayville to Jamestown. 


The officers of the Sherman Telephone Company in 1925 were C. E. 
Sheldon, President; W. H. Newell, vice-president ; H. H. Corbett, secretary- 
treasurer and general manager. The other directors were A. B. Sheldon, 
L. O. Gale, W. H. Rater, A. M. Douglass, Frank Hemeline and Mrs. Florence 
Stebbins. 


At a meeting of the stockholders of the Sherman Telephone Company 
held at the office of the Secretary, Herbert H. Corbett, on Saturday, No- 
vember 10, 1949, it was voted unamimously to effect a sale of the Com- 
pany’s physical plant to the Chautauqua and Erie Telephone Corporation, 
operating telephones exchanges in the nearby towns and villages of Find- 
ley Lake, Westfield, Mayville and Brocton. 


The officers of the Sherman Company, Mr. Frank C. Hemeline, presi- 
dent; Mr. William H. Newell, vice president and Mr. Herbert H. Corbett, 
Secretary, treasurer and general manager, unamimously recommended to 
the stockholders that the plant be sold to this neighboring Company be- 
cause they are best situated through location of their plants surrounding 
Sherman territory on three sides, to most efficiently care for the Sherman 
telephone subscribers. 


The Sherman Telephone Company was organized in 1899 and a fran- 
chise issued by the Village of Sherman July 13, 1903. The early directors 
in 1910 were Charles E. Sheldon, A. B. Sheldon, C. H. Corbett, William H. 
Newell, John P. Hall, L. D. Gale and William Emory. 


Messrs. Newell and Corbett have spent over forty years in the service 
of the Sherman Company and now feel that under the unusual demand for 
more service and facilities, the people of Sherman should now be served 
by those who have access to funds necessary to rebuild the plant and pro- 
vide telephones for the people who want service. As Secretary, Treasurer 
and General Manager for forty-five years, Mr. Corbett has contributed 
much toward telephone service for Sherman. 


The Chautauqua and Erie Telephone Corporation was organized June 
1, 1950, by a merger of four operating companies serving towns of West- 
field, Portland, Mayville, Ripley, and Findley Lake, all under the same man- 
agment. The president is Mr. Fred W. Plato, a well known Buffalo lawyer, 
and a former resident of Sherman where his family was among the first 
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SHERMAN TELEPHONE OFFICE 


settlers of the town; W. B. Crandall, vice president and once associated 
with the late Dr. Haynes of Sherman and Sam F. Nixon, both familiar with 
Sherman telephone requirements, who will have charge of rebuilding the 
plant along with George Dindier, wire chief; Joseph Wasmund, foreman, 
and their men. Mr. S. Fred Nixon said, “It is too early to decide on the fu- 
ture plens for service in the Sherman territory, but a canvass will be made 
immediately to determine the necessary changes in plant construction and 
service to best serve the people in the town who already have service, and 
bring telephones to those who haven't.” 





HOTELS OF SHERMAN 


The first hotel or tavern, as it was called, kept by Jeremiah Fields, 
across the creek in Munro Wood’s home, was built about 1843, and was 
there for six or seven years. It is said that Walter Strong also kept a hotel 
there, as he lived in that house for some time. 


On the south side of Main Street, on the side of Boyd’s Funeral Home, 
a hotel was kept at various times but not continously. 


At one time C. W. Price had a hotel in the Haynes building with a 
livery and bus line in connection. 


EK. N. Myrick also had a hotel in the building occupied by W. C. 
Straight, and a newsroom and dwelling. 


What is now the Sherman Hotel on the corner of Main and Church 
Streets, has been a permanent feature of Sherman business for many years. 
James Baker built the first hotel on this site. During the time between 
1869, when the fire occurred, until 1878, when the present brick structure 
was built, there was no hotel service on this spot. 


Old records show that the land was bought from the Holland Land 
Company by Miller and Kipp, who later sold it to James Baker. 


Several Sherman boys who got their start at the Dean House, as the 
hotel was called, became very successful hotel men in other places. A few 
of them were: Henry Orr, Charles Voight, J. Bell, Allen Dean, Otto Dean, 
Elmore Green, George Relf, Harry Dutton. A few hotels they served were 
Hotel Statler in Buffalo, New York’s famous Knickerbocker Hotel, the Stil- 
well of Pittsburgh, and Hotel Baltimore in Kansas City. Many of the boys 
went as far as Denver in this work. 


The recent ownership changes are: 


S. E. Palmer closed up the hotel on Saturday, July 3rd, 1926, and 
moved to Dunkirk. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Edwards sold the Hotel Sherman property to Harry 
Libermar of Buffalo in May, 1924, but continued holding possession until 
November. 


Mr. Jack P. Green, son of Mr. Elmore C. Green (formerly of Sherman) 
assumed the management of the Ford Chains of Hotels about the first of 
July, as he had been vice-president and treasurer of the hotels. 


Mr. W. A. Edmunds sold the Sherman hotel to Mr. Merle Tucker. Mr. 
fucker made extensive repairs on the hotel. J. M. Tallman and son did the 
work on the outside of the building. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Edwards, of Mayville, purchased the first and sec- 
ynd mortgages on the hotel property and became the new owners. They 
put the hotel back in shape for usage. 











THEATER 


It seems that one of the most interesting businesses that started in 
this town was the movie business. It is more interesting, because it seemed 
very unusual for a town of this size to have a theater. 


The new Main Street theater opened December 12, 1929, with a splen- 
jid show. There was a large crowd. The managers were Fred G. and Neil 
W. Russell. The building was erected by the Buss brothers, proprietors of 
the Main Street Garage. The theater stands where the old electric light 
plant stood for a number of years. 


In July, 1930, the same theater managers built a cinder block build- 
ing—30 x 84—for a new theater. 


In 1935, Harry W. Wake, owner of the Ritz Theater for the past year, 
sold the theater to Mr. S. J. Graff, of Angola. Mr. Graff took actual man- 
agement of the business the following Saturday night, June 15, 1935. 


Beginning June 23, 1931, prices for adults were $.25 and for children 
$.15 on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. Admission on Friday and Satur- 
jay evenings was $.35 for adults and $.15 for children. 


Mr. Otto Gratzer, from Mexico, N. Y., was the next owner of the Ritz 
Cheater, in 1940. ihe Gratzers operated the theater for a year and a half, 
then sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stanley. 


April 10, 1946, brought the sale of the theater to a new manager, but 
aot a stranger, as this person is known by everyone in the village. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tucker will be the new owners of the business. The Tuckers operated 
the Tucker Hotel before selling the business to Mr. and Mrs. Howard Morse. 
The Stanleys had operated the Ritz for the past six years, having purchas- 
ad it from Otto Gratzer. 


Since 1946, the Ritz has passed through several hands. The next own- 
ars were Carl and Ann Miller from Pittsburgh, who changed the name of 
the theater to Carlan. Because of illness in the Miller family, the theater 
was sold to a Buffalo couple (name uncertain). After a year of ownership, 
the business was sold to the Stahlman family of Falconer, N. Y. Finally the 
last managers of this theater, so far, are Mr. and Mrs. Roy Davis, of Sted- 
manaNay. 


Smallpox Scare 


In 1853, James Barker contracted smallpox and died. Some say that a 
daughter of Burnett Osburn died of it in the pest house. Probably more 
died, too, but they weren’t recorded. 


A Board of Health was organized to do something about the spreading 
of the disease. They established a pest house and ordered all cases to be 
sent there. This was located north of the greenhouse, probably for 
the creek water supply. 


The pest house caused a lot of commotion and there was even talk of 
shooting the officials who were suspected of taking cases to it. 
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MAIN STREET LOOKING EAST 


Darkey on the Democratic Pole 


This event took place during the election of 1856 when the main po- 
litical issues were the Negroes and slavery. The Republicans erected a 
pole on the corner of Main and Miller Street. The Democrats erected their » 
pole on the corner of Franklin and Main St. 

One Sunday a negro dummy was seen between the horns of the dem- 
ocratic pole. J. LaDue, the postmaster, was the first Democrat to notice 
the insult. He tried to haul it down with ropes but it was wired up there. 

This dummy was manufactured by Putnam, Coffin and Myrick. Late 
Saturday night a Mr. Young had gone up the pole and wired the dummy 
to the pole. 

After several days of trying to shoot it away a son of Dennis Heath 
offered to climb the pole and remove the darkey. For this deed he received 
$10, and a suit of clothes. The Democrats celebrated the removal of the 
darkey by parading the streets with young Heath and the darkey in a 
wagon. They were accompanied by a band. 


CHECKER CLUBS 


On January 7, 1927, a group met at the office of F. L. Morris for the 
purpose of forming a Checker Club. They hoped to be able to play in tour- 
naments against neighboring clubs. O. L. Dorman was the first president. 

The Sherman Checker Club met its adversary on February 23, 1927 
and was victorious. Panama’s Checker Club visited Sherman and after 
the contest was over, a lunch was served. About a month later Sherman 
played a return match with Panama and lost, so another match had to be 
played. 

March 14, the local club visited Mayville and won the match 52 to 388. 
W. J. Doty, County Treasurer, was an active member of the Mayville Club. 

The club won in its fourth contest, the opposing club being Westfield. 
That made the third contest it had won. 

During the week of June 6, 1927, O. L. Dorman spent three evening's 
in Gowanda watching the American champions of checkers. Others who 
attended the exhibition were J. M. Tallman, A. C. Imberry and Fred L. 
Dorman. Arrangements were under way to have M. E. Davis, one of the 
best man in America at checkers, visit Sherman. 
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OLD WOODEN DAM 


DAMS 


Threats To Drain Pond Bring Action 


The Dairymen’s League was assessed for the Pond and had ordered it 
drained. The pond in back of the W. E. Keith Garage was under discussion. 
The Dairymen’s League held it and threatened to drain it to avoid pay- 
ments of taxes. It was doubtful if the state and local board of health would 
permit it to be drained. The Conservation Commission has been stocking 


the pond with fish. The Board of Trade debated and nothing could be 
done until the Board had a chance to act. 


It would be unhealthy, unsightly, and unsanitary, if the pond were 
drained. If the town bought the pond they would have the water rights, 
enjoyment and fine protection. 


The cost of upkeep would be small. 








Grocery 


A Rochester couple purchased the building in which the Lyman Wilcox 
Grocery was located and are planning to open a new grocery. This couple, 
who have had experience in this line of business are Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Hasbrouk. The Hasbrouks have also purchased the house of Mrs. Frank 
Jones on Railroad Street, where they plan to reside. 


December 20, 1946, Art Lawson, owner of the Red and White Store, 
remodeled the store on a Serve-Yourself basis. A new walk-in cooler and 
refrigerated display case were installed and the store itself was enlarged. 


Memorial Hall 


Memorial Hall, property of the Community Church, was sold to Lee 
Buesink who tore it down and used it to conduct a commission sales of Reed 
and Buesink on the Sherman-Mayville Road. 


Newell Sells Hardware To Matteson 


In August, 1946, Fred Newell sold his hardware to A. B. Matteson, 
of Brocton. Mr. Newell had owned and operated the business for the past 
twelve years and during this time it became one of the best stocked stores 
in the section. Mr. Matteson was employed in a Dunkirk factory. He and 
his family moved to Sherman just as soon as they found living quarters 
here. 


The Precision Engineering Company 


In August, 1925, the Precision Engineering Company sought a new 
location and they requested to be located on the Milk Producers property 
near the railroad, as this would help their trade. The town had to take 
quick action in order to keep the industry here. In order to meet the pro- 
posal, the town had to assume a bonded indebtedness of $11,000—$7,000 
for the real estate and $4,000 for moving expenses covering a period of five 
years. This was voted at a specially planned meeting. The gross output for 
the first year was expected to be $150,000 and an increase of $100,000 dur- 
ing the following four years. 


Restaurant 


C. J. Voigt opened his new restaurant, the Cafe Espanol, on June 4, 
1938. It presented a very pleasing appearance, being done in Spanish design 
throughout. In it were a bar, a soda fountain, tables and chairs for those 
wishing full course meals, and a corner was set aside for the magazines 
and newspaper business. 


In December, 1945, Mrs. Mary Voigt, then owner of the Cafe, sold out 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kuchcinski, of Erie. The business had been under 
the management of the Voights since December, 1927, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Voigt bought the Sherman News Room and Restaurant from John Shee- 
han. The business was then located in the Cobb building. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kuchcinski and their son moved to Sherman after they 
fixed the upstairs of the building into living quarters. 


“Kozy Nook” 


On August 1, 1946, Jack Potter opened his ‘““Kozy Nook”. This is an ice 
cream bar located in the old Haynes building on Miller St., which has been 
remodeled to accommodate the up-to-date fountain. The present operators 
are Mr. and Mrs. Fernando Smith. 
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CONDENSERY 


Niagara Power Now Available For Sherman 


For several months the Village Board and the Western New York 
Electric Co. of Jamestown (a branch of the Niagara Power Company) con- 
sulted for the bringing of its current here for electric lighting and power 
purposes. At the outset the Niagara interests did not wish to assume the 
payment of the village bonds given for the construction of our present 
system, but are now willing to do so. This placed the matter in the hands 
of the Village Board and it called a special election to be held on Tuesday 
May 27, to vote on the proposition. 


DUPLEX 


On February 22, 1946 Duplex planned an addition on the East side of 
the building. The proposed addition was to be a single story concrete 
building, 100 feet long and 40 feet wide. This will permit an increase in 
personnel and supply adequate space for storage of raw materials and com- 
pleted products. Machinery and equipment located on the first floor of 
the factory will be placed in the new addition and the equipment located 
on the second floor will be moved to the first floor. If possible, a conveyor 
will be procured to move completed products from assembly section to the 
second floor. Other improvements are also planned. 


DINOR 
On Tuesday, July 30, 1946, the White Dinor between Boyd block and 
W. L. Nuttall Garage started serving the public. It was operated by “Bud” 
Field and Ray Chylinski. They were open on Sunday and served Sunday 


dinners. 

On October 25, 1946 a basement was installed over which a storeroom 
at the rear of the car was built. All new electric equipment was installed. 
[his was, two electric ranges and a new electric grill and hot water heater. 


Garbage Collection 


Jack Janson was authorized as official garbage collector by the Vil- 
lage Board in August of 1946. He used a team and wagon and received 
seventy-five dollars a month for his weekly services. This service con- 


tinues as of today. 
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GREENHOUSE 


An enlargement of policy has recently been instituted at the Sherman 
Greenhouse according to Harry V. McNaughton. Besides growing flowers 
for local market he developed a wholesale speciality business. The present 
owner is Gerry Youngberg. 


ROADS 


Although the county offered to pay 85% while the town paid the other 
15% the hope of improving the Sherman-Clymer and Cutting State Line 
Roads was shattered in 1930. Superintendant Fitch stated in his report 
that there was much needed improvement but it would have to await the 
completion of more important road jobs. 


LIQUOR 


An election was held on November 8, 1938, to decide whether alcoholic 
beverages should be sold in Sherman. The “wet and dry” question over- 
shadowed the state election and injected spice into the contest. Four hun- 
dred eighty-four voted in favor of selling liquor and 185 voted against it. 
In French Creek the proposition was carried but only by a small margin. 


WELFARE CHEST 


The Welfare Chest was organized November 27, 1931. They elected 
officers and appointed committees to create funds through several public 
entertainments. E. N. Myrick and Mrs. A. E. Coleman were elected as 
co-chairmen. 


On December 4, 1931 contributions were to be received at the Sher- 
man Post Office by the chairmen. Organizations of the village responded 
very well. The object of the organization was to centralize efforts of wel- 
fare. 


ROYAL CLUB 


The Royal Club composed of past royal matrons of the twenty first 
Armath district, was organized Wednesday, August 7, 1929 at the home 
of Mrs. Paul Smith, at Brocton. Officers: President, Miss Margaret Mey- 
ers of Dunkirk; Vice-president, Mrs. Wm. L. Dorman of Jamestown; Secre- 
tary, Mrs. Nina C. Hall of Sherman; Treasurer, Mrs. Paul Smtih of Broc- 
ton; and Historian, Mrs. Mary Ellin of Brocton. 


SAW MILL 


Larry Buss set up a new saw mill at the east side of town. Only a 
lumber saw had been set up prior to this time. Later a gang edger, a slash- 
ar, and a planer were installed. The power was supplied by an eighty-five 
horsepower, six cylinder motor built especially for sawing work. 


Building was not the usual haphazard construction that generally 
houses a saw mill, but was carefully built with a solid foundation and a 
good roof, 


Cafe Espanol Sold to Erie Couple 


The Cafe Espanol was sold in August, 1946, to Mr. and Mrs. Metter. 
They were to be assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Felix Kameyinski. Both couples 
had had previous experience in this line of business. The former owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kuchinski, disposed of all their holdings in Sherman 
and moved to Southern California to improve their health. 
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PROMINENT PEOPLE 


Hilton Nuttal sold several large trucks and snow plows to govern- 
ment agencies for use on the Alcan Highway connecting the United States 
with Alaska. Included in this group of machines was a rotary plow. 


Ruth B. Winch was unanimously elected to the office of district super- 
intendent of schools to take the place of James G. Pratt. He has held the 
office for twenty-six years and retired August 1, 1942. 


In May, 1942, Reed and Buesink Sale Stables moved into new quarters 
on Mayville Road. The old Dean barn was remodeled into an efficient 
sales-stable. A new ring and office was added to the south end of the barn 
and in the middle a series of pens and runways for various kinds of live- 
stock have been installed. 


On August 4, 1942, Reverend T. Paul Kelly left his pastorate in the 
Sherman Baptist Church to accept the position as an assembly supervisor 
with the Taylor-Winfield Corporation at Warren, Ohio. He resigned on 
September 13 at the end of his service on Sunday evening. Reverend and 
Mrs. Kelly had resided here for seven years. 


In November, 1942, Reverend and Mrs. Travis and family moved to 
Sherman to take over duties as pastor of the Baptist Church and on No- 
vember 27, they were honored by a reception. They came from Belfast, 
New York, where Rev. Travis was connected actively with Dr. Harold 
Streathern and the Canandaigia Bible Conference. 


Donald Harris bought the Chautauqua News from Mr. and Mrs. Con- 
rath on January 10, 1947. Mr. and Mrs. Conrath had this business since 
April 1932. Mr. Harris’s apprentice, Grant Thiem, decided to stay on as 
a printer. Mr. Harris, only son of Beulah Harris Kennedy, was in business 
with the home portrait photographer, Mr. Cleon Aldrich. Robert and 
Helen Reis and Donald Vincent bought the Chautauqua News from Mr. 
Harris in August 1949. 


On May 13, 1947, Reverend Leonard Travis lost his right hand in an 
accident when he and Albert Munger were putting the finishing touches 
on the interior of the Baptist Church, in preparation for a conference of 
the First Baptist Churches of this area. The ladder on which Reverend 
Travis was standing, slipped and as he put out his hand to break the fall, 
he fell into the window. The glass cut his arm so severely between the 
wrist and elbow, that it had to be amputated. 


E. J. McAvoy announced that he was going to retire. He opened the 
Richfield Station in 1932 here and Gerald Skinner joined him as a partner 
of business. As he was close to 80 years of age, Mr. McAvoy’s doctor ad- 
vised him to leave the business world. Mr. McAvoy was superintendent 
at the Mohawk Condensary for eleven years after working there for some 
time. He later worked at the present Dairymen’s League plant. Robert 
Fisher is the new owner of the station. This transaction took place No- 
vember 1, 1950. His partner in business, Gerald Skinner, planned to work 
for the Town of Sherman. 


Mr. S. H. Skinner has retired from his business after fifty-one years 
of faithful service. He sold his hardware to Edward Cherry of Chautau- 
qua, January 1950. Mr. Skinner was very active in affairs, having served 
as Town Clerk. He was very prominent in the Masonic Club, and was 
President of the Union Sepulchre Society. 








Deaths Of A Few Prominent People 


Katherine Hawley 


Katherine Hawley was born in Racine, Minnesota, on August 22, 1858, 
the daughter of Addison and Delia Skinner Harris. She was married in 1878 
to Charles W. Hawley. Together they resided at Presbyterian Hill in 1908, 
after which they moved to the village. They had three daughters: Mrs. 
Clarence Casselman, and the Misses Florence and Norma Hawley. Also 
there were four grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren at the time of 
her death. She was a member of the Community Church Charter after 
which she became an active member of many organizations of the church. 
She also was a member of the Minerva Club. 


Mrs. Mary Warnshuis, aged 79, died January 25, 1937, at Mina. Mrs. 
Warnshuis was the mother of William Warnshuis. 


Mr. Edwin J. Kidder, aged 90, died here in the town of Sherman. He 
was born July 30, 1860. Mr. Kidder was the son of Jesse and Letitia Dodd. 
Mr. Kidder was a very successful farmer and a member of the Grange. He 
was the father of Miss Mary Kidder of Sherman and Mrs. Hazel Chone, of 
Kenmore. 


Mr. James McDowell died March 13, 1939. Mr. McDowell, a life-long 
resident of Sherman, was born in Summerdale, December 20, 1857, the son 
of James and Jane Galloway McDowell. 


Mrs. Abbis Mina Raspas died at the age of 54. She was the wife of Henry 
Raspas. Mrs. Abbie Raspas was born in Mina, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lierong Mina. 


Mrs. Gertrude Thayer Hart was born in Sherman on March 10, 1870, 
and died October 16, 1939. 


Arthur Ottaway died January 10, 1927. He was born in Mina on May 
8, 1854, and served as County Judge during the years of 1906 to 1924. Judge 
Ottaway was a son of pioneer settlers of this area. He retired from county 
judgeship because of age. He was succeeded by his nephew, Lee Ottaway. 


Mrs. Myron Durlin died February 11, 1935, at her home at 10:15. She 
was born in Warren County, Pennsylvania on March 30, 1857, and moved 
here when a small girl. She married Myron Durlin on December 31, 1877. 
Chey lived on a farm for a great number of years and then in 1915 they 
moved to Sherman where they lived until their deaths. 


Edward’ E. Moran, groceryman in Sherman, died on June 9, 1929 at 
one-thirty, at the age of seventy-five. Mr. Moran had been ill for sometime. 
He married Miss Elizabeth Landmesser in 1894. Mr. Moran is survived by 
John L. Moran, Sherman; and Edward E. Moran, Jr., of Kenmore, Ney? 


Mrs. A. M. Pease died July 14, 1929. She celebrated her one-hundreth 
birthday previously in April. Mrs. Pease was born in Westfield on April 
19, 1829. She married Reverend Isaai Newton Pease on March 28, 1859. 
She. was a member of the Sherman Baptist Church. Mr. Pease died on 
February 12, 1907. 
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Jay Phear 


Jay Phear, 65, one of Sherman’s most outstanding businessmen, died 
at the St. Vincent’s Hospital in Erie, Pennsylvania, after a long illness. He 
participated in many civic and fraternal affairs in Sherman. 


He was born in North East, Pennsylvania on June 9, 1878, the son of 
Mary Burrows Phear. He was a graduate of Sherman High School in the 
class of 1805 and later from the Corry Pennsylvania Business College. 


On April 14, 1903, he married Julia Willing, of Jamestown, and to this 
union was born a son, Frank W. Phear, now residing at Albany, New York. 
His wife having died in 1916, he married Louise Hart of Sherman, on Oc- 
tober 10, 1917, and to them was born a daughter, Mary Eugenia Phear. He 
is also survived by a brother, William Phear and a sister, Mrs. Edna Otta- 
way, both of Sherman; and four grandchildren. 


Mr. Phear was a past member of the Olive Lodge, Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he was serving as treasurer. He was also a member and 
past patron of Acacia Order of the Eastern Star Lodge; a member and past 
priest of Westfield Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Mayville; a charter 
member and former treasurer of Sherman Community Church; secretary 
of Sherman Board of Trade and a former president of the Board of Educa- 
tion. He certainly was an asset to this community. 


O. L. Dorman 


O. L. Dorman died April 20 in Jamestown General Hospital at the age 
of 76. Mr. Dorman had been ill for a long time. In his early life he conducted 
a farm and egg store. Later he operated a shoe and wallpaper store. Then 
he was connected with the Home Owner’s Loan Corporation. 


“ 


Joshua L. Thayer 


Joshua L. Thayer died at the age of 74 on March 28, 1925, at the home 
of his daughter, Mrs. James G. Pratt, on East Main Street. Mr. Thayer had 
been in failing health and during the past winter had been confined to 

the house. 


Mr. Thayer was born in the town of Mina on February 9, 1851..He was 
the son of Ichabod and Fidelice La Due Thayer. They were early settlers 
in this part of the country. Mr. Thayer came to Sherman in 1870 and soon 
became a co-owner of the drug store of Byron Fenner. Later he bought out 
his partner. 

In 1900 he became the president of the State Bank of Sherman and 


held the position for nineteen years. He also was a prominent figure in 
avery work for the good of Sherman. 
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Irving Ottaway 


Irving Ottaway, former supervisor of the town of Sherman and prom- 
inent in banking and civic activities for many years, died February 14, 1944. 
Mr. Ottaway was 71 years old at the time of his death. He had been con- 
fined to his home for a year and a half before his death. 


Mr. Ottaway was born in Mina, November 28, 1872. He was the son of 
the late Osmer J. and Ellen Hewitt Ottaway, attended Sherman High 
School and later became cashier and then president of the State Bank of 
Sherman. He also served as president of the Chautauqua County Banker’s 
Association. 


In 1897 he married Addie Miller of Sherman, who died in 1908. He 
later married Edna H. Phear, of Sherman, who survived him. 


John Coffin 


John Coffin died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Roy Calhoun on 
February 23, 1941. If he had lived until March 24, he would have been 
ainety-two-years old. 


He was born in a log cabin on the Westfield Road, near what was 
known as Bob Dorman’s place (five miles from the village). 


In early life he clerked at a drug store at Portsmouth, Ohio, and in 
Clymer, New York. He also ran a saw mill at Summerdale and there he 
made cement blocks. 


His wife, Addie Miller Coffin, died in 1927. He was survived by seven 
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. 


Luke Marion Harris: 


Luke Marion Harris, 95, a resident of Sherman for seventy years, died 
Tuesday, June 27, 1950, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Ray Swanson, 
of this village. A native of Oswego County, he was active in Sherman as a 
zarpenter and dairy farmer. He is survived by three sons: Edgar Harris of 
Johnson City; Russell and Harold Harris of Jamestown; and three daugh- 
ters: Mrs. Florence Rogers of Buffalo; Mrs. Margaret Barrett and Mrs. 
Ray Swanson, of Sherman. 


Margaret Letitia Kidder Clark 


Margaret Letitia Kidder Clark, daughter of Jessie Kidder and Letitia 
Dodds Kidder, pioneers of this township, was born November, 1853, in 
Sherman. She was the oldest of four children, two of whom died before 
reaching adulthood. She lived her entire life in this locality. Her life’s phil- 
osophy can be best expressed in this phrase of Chapins, “A certain sim- 
plicity of living is usually necessary to happiness.” She was a member of 
the Sherman Community Church and the Women’s Association of this 
Church. In 1877, she married John Clark, son of another early settler. Her 
marital life was brief for her husband died in 1879. One daughter, Gert- 
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rude Letita, was born to them. After her husband died she lived the re- 
mainder of her life with her daughter. She died after a month’s illness on 
January 23, 1939. 


John G. Boyd 


John G. Boyd died suddenly at the W. C. A. Hospital in Jamestown 
Monday evening about six-thirty. He had been in good spirits on Friday 
of last week but he became seriously ill and was taken to the hospital, and 
an operation was performed. His condition was serious on Saturday. Pneu- 
monia developed and the end came suddenly Monday evening. 


Mr. Boyd was born in Canaseraga, New York on January 27, 1889, and 
spent the early part of his life there, and later graduated from Canaseraga 
High School. After leaving high school, he attended Lafayette College at 
Easton, Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in 1911. After he finished 
zollege he entered the teaching profession and taught Science in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Rome and Westfield, New York. 


At one time he served as bacteriologist with the City of Health De- 
partment in Rome, New York. 


Perhaps Mr. Boyd will be remembered mostly for his help in starting 
a public school in Sherman. 


Fredman L. Morris died after several months of illness. He was 69 
years old and was born in Sherman. He was active in church and town af- 
fairs, and served for twelve years as treasurer of the Minerva Library 
Board. He was president of Sherman Sepulchsal Society. He married Lotta 
Pease in 1900. 
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ADA SPERRY 


Mrs. Ada Sperry, one of Sherman’s most respected citizens, passed 
away at the home of her daughter, Mrs. C. C. Snedeker, in September 
1939. She was the only daughter of Samuel and Mirand Kipp Hall and was 
born in May 1851. She married William H. Sperry in 1875. Mrs. Sperry 
having spent all her life in Sherman, was missed by all. 


Ernest Pratt, aged 55, died at Westfield Memorial Hospital in 1949. 
He was the first Deputy Sheriff and first night jailer in Chautauqua 
County. He worked there for three years without missing a night. He had 
belonged to the I. O. O. F. Lodge since 1924 and belonged to the Sherman 
Grange and also to the Deputy Sheriff’s Association. He was born, May 29, 
1894 in Mina Township, the son of Frank and Elisa Stetson Pratt. He lived 
near here all his life and was married to Ethel Plumb on October 9, 1915. 


Miles L. Dorman, for past ten years editor and one of the publish- 
ers of the Chautauqua News, died December 9,, 1929, after an illness of a 
few hours. He had suffered from stomach trouble for years and had been 
an invalid most of the time for the past ten years. He engaged with E. 
A. Havy in getting out the first number of the Chautauqua News in 1876. 
Mr. Dorman was born in Sherman on February 21, 1860, the only son of 
Luzern and Mary Willard Dorman both of pioneer parents. 
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SHERMAN AND THE WARS 


War of 1812 
In the War of 1812, these boys from Sherman served: 


Corse, Cyrus 
Cross, George 
Eades, Elisha A. 
Eastman, Daniel 
Grahan, Aretus 
Hawley, Charles 
Newell, Jesse 


Olin, George T. 


Tibbals, Nathaniel 


1861-5 21st N. Y. Volunteers 
Lewis, Fernado C., Co. D. 72 N. Y. Vol. 
Mayborn, Felix, Co. D. 

Sheldon, Daniel H., Co. D. 
Sheldon, Ira J., Co. D. 
Thorp, William E., Co. D. 


Civil War 


During the War between the States, the following men and boys an- 


swered the call to duty: 


49th N. Y. Volunteers 
Fox, Elias, Co. G. 
Greenley, Charles W., Co. G. 
Hart, Rollin, Co. G. 
Hill, Henry V., Co. G. 
Orr, Henry C., Co. D. 
Orr, Thomas, Co. D. 
S. Robbens, Dewitt C., Co. K. 
Smith, John L., Co. E. 
Sperry, Nehemiah, Lieut., Co. G. 
Taylor, Jerry, Co. E. 


Williams, Sherman, Co. G. 


War of 1861-5 
Buck, George, Co. H., 16 Pa. Cav. 
Carver, James T., Co. E. 50 N. Y. Vol. 


9th New York Cavalry 
Rev. David M. Stever, Chaplain 
Aakins, Thomas, Co. D. 
Beckwith, Charles P., Co. F. 
Beken, James, Co. H. 
Bradshaw, Henry, Co. 1 
Brown, Gardner, Co. D. 
Buck, Orlo W., Co. E. 
Clifford, James, Co. E. 
Clute, Abram, Co. E. 


Coffin, Benjamin F., Capt., Co. E. 
Comstock, Dennis, Co. E. 
Dewey, Tyler, Co. E. 
Dorman, Dearing, Co. E. 
Ellis, John, Co. E. 

Ellis, Robert, Co. E. 
Emory, William, Co. E. 
Hawkins, Samuel, Co. E. 
Heath, George, Co. E. 
Heath, Jackson, Co. E. 
Houghton, Hiram, Co. G. 
Huntley, Philo, Co. E. 
Larken, Franklin, Co. E. 
Mayborn, Charles, Co. E. 
Paddock, Charles, Co. E. 
Paddock, Charles, Co. E. 
Paddock, Levi, Co. H. 


Peck, Daniel, Co. E. 


Phillips, John G., Co. G. 
Rice, Charles H., Co. G. 
Richards, Francis, Co. G. 
Robbins, William, Co. E. 
Scott, Albert J., Co. E. 
Stanton, Charles W., Co. E. 
Taylor, Truman, Co. E. 


Tefft, Lyman O., C. E. 
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Tillotson, Jared N., Co. E. 
Truesdell, Zebedee, Lieut., Co. E. 
Wallace, Abram, Co. 1 

Wallace, Robert, Co. E. 
Whitmore, Robert, Lieut., Co. E. — 
Whitney, George, Co. E. 


Dutton, Moses 


64th New York Volunteers 
Bement, Philetus, Co. B. 
Peck, Charles S., Co. D. 
Rich, Walter, Co. D. 
Stickney, Theodore E., Co. K. 


90th New York Volunteers 
Dullon, Samuel J., Lieut., Co. H. 
Ellis, Norman, Co. E. 
Lewis, Francis, Co. H. 


Miller, Arba D., Co. H. 


15th New York Volunteers 
Mina, Henry, Co. G. 
Mina, John, Co. G. 
Ostyre, Charles, Co. G. 
Phelps, William S., Co. G. 


111th New York Volunteers 
Dill, Leonard, Co. F. | 
Fink, George, Co. F. 
Hawkins, William H., Co. B. 


Leonard, James T., Co. B. 


72nd N. Y. Volunteers 
Barrows, Alvin, Co. G. 
Bloomer, Samuel, Co. G. 
Brooks, Giles, Co. G. 
Edwards, William H., Co. G. 


Servoss, Norman, Co. G. 


Whitmore, Charles W., Co. B.: 


War of 1861-5 
Buck, George, Co. H. 16 Pa. Cav. 


Carver, James T., Co. E. 50 N.Y. Vol 
Casler, Jacob, Co. H., 68th N. Y. St. Mil. 


Casler, John, Co. E. 9th N. Y Cav. 





Casler, Oliver, Co. K. 124th Ohio Vol. 


Casler, Peter, Co. G. 145th Pa. Vol. 
Greenley, Daniel E., Co. H. 32 Iowa Vol. 
Glazer, William C., Music 83rd Pa. Vol. 
Greenley, Horace E., Co. A. 57th Pa. Vol. 
Hayward, Mark L., Co. D. Ist N. Y., L. A. 
Heckernell, Josiah, Co. B., 83rd Pa. Vol. 
Higley, M. W., Co. E. 68th Ohio Vol. 
Keck, Charles R., Co. F. 147th Pa. Vol. 
Ketchum, Darius, Co. D. 13th N. Y.H. A. 
Cobb, Charles, Co. F. 168th Pa. Vol. 
Collins, Morgan V., Lt., Co. A. N. Y. Vol. 
Downs, Charles H., Co. D. Ist Mo. Vol. 
Dunbar, Harry T., Co. F. 9th Pa. Res. 
Ellis, Lewis, Co. H., 78th N. Y¥. Vol. 
Gates, Levi B., Co. H. 13th N. Y. H. A. 
Lillie, Charles H., Co. H. 46th Pa. Vol. 
McCray, Jason, Co. B. 98th Pa. Vol. 
McVey, Hugh, Co. D. 10th U., S. Inf. 
Norton, Oliver W., Lt., 8th U. S., C. Inf. 
Overton, James, U. S. Navy 

Parker, Amos, Lt., 23rd N. Y. Ind. Bat. 
Peck, Wilbur, Co. B. 14th Conn. Vol. 
Pierce, Palmer A., 23rd N. Y. Ind. Bat. 
Reyolds, Howard A., Co. B. 98th Pa. Vol. 
Sidwell, Alfred, Co. 1, 155 N. ¥. Vol. 
Smith, Almon B., Co. 1, 81st N. Y. Vol. 
Steves, Frank, Pa. Light Art. 

Thayer, Amos, Lt., U. S. Signal Service 
Wallace, William, Lt., 34th N. Y. Vol. 
Williams, Hiram A., Co. H. 2N. Y.N. R. 


68th Regiment Co. H. 


Borden, John : 
Carpenter, Philip 
Dritton, Dwight 


Dritton, Franklin 

Fenner, Virgil A. 
Fowler, Charles W. 
Fritts, George 

Jennings, Edmund, Lieut. 


Loeffler, George 


Se Big: 


Marshall, Hiram 
Osborn, Platt S. 
Pearce, H. M. 
Wallace, Lockwood M. 
Whitney, Thomas J. 
Wolcott, Merritt 


154th N. Y. Vol. 
Felton, Bernadus, Co. E. 
Lull, William, Co. F. 
McBride, Devillo, Co. E. 
Wilcox, Wakeman, Co. F. 


112th New York Volunteers 
Rev. William L. Hyde, Chaplain 
Adams, Albert, Co. H. 
Adkins, Robert, Co. H. 
Albro, Victor, Co. E. 
Allen, Arrin S., Co. H. 
Beecher, Jesse, Co. E. 
Beecher, Jesse, Jr., Co. E. 
Bloomer, William, Co. H. 
Blanding, Emmet, Co. E. 
Bly, John, Co. H. 
Bushnell, Emilus, Co. H. 
Buss, Frank, Co. H. 
Carver, Harrison, Co. D. 
Clark, Luman, Co. E. 
Crandall, William A., C. H. 
Cushing, Henry B., Co. H. 
Davis, James, Co. H. 
Davis, Nehemiah, Co. H. 
Donaldson, Charles, Co. H. 
Dutcher, Edward A., Co. H. 
Fandt, Christian, Co. 1 
Felton, Garret, Co. E. 
Ferguson, Benjamin, Co. H. 


Fink, John, Co. E. 





Freeman, Jay M., Co. E. 
Heath, Perry, Co. H. 
Heath, Stephen, Co. D. 


Hubbard, William Harrison, Co. D. 
Hubbard, William Henry, Co. D. 
Hull, Samuel, Co. H. 

Kett, William H., Co. E. 

Lauer, Francis S., Co. E. 

Lewis, Charles C., Co. E. 

Lincoln, William H.. Co. H. 

Lyon, Francis, Co. E. 

Mathews, Alvah, Co. 1 
Mayborn, John, Co. H. 

Mayborn, Thomas, Co. H. 
Messinger, Morris B., Lt., Co. E. 
Myrick, Sylvenus H., Lt., Co. E. 
Newell, Thomas J., Co. E. 
Nichols, Frank, Co. H. 

Page, John C., Co. E. 

Page, Sheldon B., Co. E. 

Park, George A., Co. D. 

Pelton, William R., Co. D. 
Rollman, George M., Co. E. 
Rhuling, John, Co. E. 

Scott, William A., Co. E. 
Skinner, Saxton E., Co. H. 
Skinner, Theodore W., Co. E. 
Skinner, William H., Co. E. 
Sparks, Thomas, Co. E. 


Stearns, William J., Co. H. 
Stebbins, Aaron D., Co. H. 
Stebbens, David H., Co. H. 
Stebbens, Juluis H., Co. H. 
Vannes, Mark, Co. H. 
Wallace, Nelson, Co. H. 
Wilcox, Samuel O., Co. H. 
Wilcox, Spencer, Co. D. 
Whitney, Orwell, Co. H. 


War With Spain 


Three boys from Sherman were in the Spanish-American War. They 


are: 


Brown, Herbert W., Co. G. 42nd 


Morris, J. Le Clair, Co. K. 42nd U. S., V. 


Manison, Charles E. 
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SHERMAN AND THE WORLD WAR 


Sherman made a great record during the World War, not only for the 
boys it gave to the Service, two of whom made the supreme sacrifice, but 
in its wonderful success in raising money for the Liberty and Victory 
Loans and in its donations to the Red Cross and other agencies for the 
needs of those in the Service. 


The following names prepared by officials of Norton-Raspas Post, 
American Legion, is believed to be a correct list of Sherman people who 
were in the U. S. Service in the World War, and their rank and the organ- 
ization, so far as possible: 


Sgt. Devillo Babcock Ist Sgt. Willis Meabon 
Pvt. Lewis Baker znd. Lieut. George Miller 
Pvt. George Palmer Bates Pvt. Ralph B. Moore 

Pvt. Edward Benson Pvt. John L. Moran 
Pvt. J. Arthur Boch Cook L. A. Newberg 
Ensign N. Ivan Brookmire Cpl. Howard Napper 

2nd Lieut. Franklin Bushnell Pvt. William H. Phear, Jr. 
Pvt. Kenneth Cornwell Pvt. Frank Philbrick 

Pvt. Clegero DiSalvo Pvt. Orlando Philbrick 
Set. Forrest B. Edmunds Pvt. Merle W. Raspas 
Pvt. George Edmunds Pvt. J. Lee Savage 

Capt. Guy Granger Sgt. Dawns Shaffer 

Pvt. George Gibbs Pvt. Willis F. Stevens 

Pvt. Edward Himes Pvt. Lewis Titus 

Pvt. Frederick Johnson Pvt. Harold Walton 

Pvt. Fred Kelley Cpl. R. Bruce Watt 

Pvt. Harry Kelley Cpl. J. Hubert Wild 

Pvt. Lyman H. Legters Pvt. Asa Wilcox 

Pvt. Reuben Langworthy Pvt. Park Young 


ARG 


WORLD WAR 1 HONOR ROLL 


Henry C. Akerley 
Jacob I. Allart 
Devillo M. Babcock 
Wellington V. Bacon 
Lewis F. Baker 
George Palmer Bates 
Bryan Beers 
Francis Edwin Benson 
W. T. Blackman 
John George Boyd 
Joseph Arthur Bock 
Rollie M. Bradley 
Howard H. Brewer 
Neil Ivan Brookmire 
Charles H. Buck 
Franklin B. Bushnell 
Ambrose B. Choyce 
Alvin E. Coleman 
Kenneth Cornwell 
Albert Edward Dean 
Lester R. Dewey 
Charles DiSalvo 
Forrest B. Edmunds 
George D. Edmunds 
Henry S. Edmunds 
Oscar A. Eliason 
Carl Erickson 
Clyde Freeman 
George D. Gibbs 
Albert G. Giles 

Guy L. Granger 
Donald M. Gravink 
Harry A. Harding 
Khlar Hildum 

Earl Edward Himes 
Percy C. Horne 
Galen Hover 
Adrian J. Houle 
Ralph Hubbard 
Arthur Ives 
Frederic Johnson 
Phillip C. Kehrli 
Fred A. Kelley 
Harry H. Kelley 


Clarence Norman Kenney 


Henry Kickbush 

Clarence H. Kinyon 
Clifford L. Kooman 
Reuben Langworthy 





Arthur O. Lawson 
George R. Legters 
Lyman H. Legters 
Roy Marshall 
Ralph B. Moore 
John B. Moorhead 
Willis Maebon 
George E. Miller 
John L. Moran 
Earl Neckers 
Harry E. Neckers 
Ludwig A. Newburg 
Warren Newell 
Howard Nopper 
Grant S. Norton 
Winston H. Ordell 
Lee J. Parker 
Alfred H. Peck 
Ray Pelton 

Leo C. Pfister 
William H. Phear, Jr. 
Fvank Philbrick 
Orlando Philbrick 
James Powers 
Floyd W. Pratt 
Merle Raspas 
Fred Raven 

Paul Remington 
Charles Robbins 
Harry G. Roberts 
Joseph C Riffel 
Jesse Lee Savage 
Ray Schreus 
Thomas Schroder 
Downs Shaffer 
Mason Smith 
Clifford Sternberg 
Willis F. Stevens 
Lewis H. Titus 
Harold R. Walton 
Richard Bruce Watt 
James Ward 
Harold T. Weed 
Albert E. Weeks 
Allan Wilcox 

Asa F. Wilcox 
Hubert J. Wild 


Royal B. Williams 
Park Young 


Gold Star Warland 2 


Evert B. Frasier, II 
William Norman Harvey, II 
Merle W. Raspas, I 

Frank M. Stanley, Jr., Il 
Raymond Christenson, ITI 
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WORLD WAR II HONOR ROLL 


William H. Bennink 


Norman R, Aikens 
Eugene Alday 
Douglas W. Allart 
Russell C. Babcock 
Robert O. Bliss 
Paul R. Brookmire 
Robert Lord Brookmire 
Harry W. Brosius 
Earl Cady 

Roger E. Cady 
Malcolm Calhoun 
Charles J. Casselman 
Alvan Elwood Coleman 
James E. Crane 
Guy A. Croscut 
Leslie M. Crump 
Vernon F. Crump 
Lyle A. Cummings 
Edwin Dean 

John D. Edgett 
Robert ©. Eades 
Saul L. Eades 

Guy Robert Fisher 
Norman A. Gifford 
Paul Luke Harris 
Robert K. Hooker 
Arthur J. Hitcomb 
Gorden K. Hooker 
Lawrence M. Hurst 
Reginald F. Karges 
Burton E. Krieger 
Harold A. Land 
George Arthur Martin 
William V. Moorhead 
Alton W. Napper 
Norman F. Pratt 
John J. Patti, M. D. 
Clifford Elwin Ploss 
John W. Potter 
Ronald G. Russell 
Allen A. Reynolds 
George A. Rouse 
Deforest Straight 
Herbert F. Savage 
Jay R. Speelberg 
Halastead A. Skinner 
Reger Seblink 

Jesse Lee Savage, Jr. 
Harold J. Stetson 
Ralph W. Tryon 
Earle M. Tyron 
Walter J. Tenpas 
Grant M. Thiem 
Roger L. Vandercoy 
James Voigt 

James A. Vidal 
Harold E. Way 
Thad Wilcox 

Otto Anwen 

Arthur Beckerink 
William Bement 

Fred J. Bennink 


Paul M. Blackburn 
Glenn Bock 

Otto Broeme 
Maurice H. Buck 
Gilbert Burch 


Raymond Christensen 


Howard Cady 
Victor Canfield 
George Chase 
Irving Christensen 
John E. Coe, Jr. 
Paul C. Coe 

Neil Coleman 
William Crane 
Alfred L. Crossman 
Robert L. Crump 
Robert Darbee 
Gordon Dean 
James Edmunds 
John N. Enos 
William H. Field 
Leo Foster 
Robert Foster 
Claire E. Freeman 
Harry Gabriel 
Howard Gabriel 
William Gabriel 
Earl Hamilton 
Floyd H. Hamilton 
Harold Hamilton 
Ken Hamilton 

W. Richard Harris 
J. L. Higginbotham 
Donald Hintz 
Paul J. Hodge 
Levin Holden 
Arthur Hollister 
Harold Houghton 
Lenord Houghton 
William P. Horne 
Kenneth Hurst 
Milton Hurst 
Harvey . James 
Charles H. Janson 
Elmer F. Jensen 
Jerome F. Jones 
Donald Keith 
George F. Kelly 
Marvin A. Ring 
Ralph Leamer 
Ralph Malcarne 
Allan J. Maring 
Ralph E. Martin 
Linda Martinson 
Paul Martinson 
Frank Matteson 
William Mills 
Ralph Munger 
Harold Murphy 
Robert Murphy 
William Near 
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George Newcombe Alfred Stevens 


Hilton Nuttall J. Howard Tallman 
Kay C. Nuttall Norman Thompson 
Donald Olmstead Frank E. Thoms 
Leland Oviatt Harold G. Tucker 
Eugene C. Peck Albert J. Vincent 
Carl Perkins Frank Van Volkenburg 
Bernice Peters (Nurse) Ivan Vrooman 
Thayer Pratt Richard Vrooman 
Carl Rathburn Truman Vrooman 
Earl Rathburn Russell C. Waters 
Lawrence Rathburn Anne White 
Theron L. Reed Clyde Yates 
Kenneth E. Rothe Harold Yates 
Donald Savage Julia M. White 
Carmen Scadden Burt R, Barton 
Robert K. Seymour Albert D. Hurst 
Ronald M. Smith Robert G. Phelps 


Don C. Stanton 


PEOPLE WHO SERVED 


Sherman had one woman in the Red Cross during World War I. Miss 
Laura E. Miller was in a General Hospital in France. Miss Frances Nor- 
ton worked as a war secretary in the Y. W. C. A., in Jamestown. 


In the Y. M. C. A. at Fort Hamilton, N. Y., was Clifford C. Cornwell, 
also from Sherman. 


Two boys, who were killed in the service were Grant S. Norton and 
Merle W. Raspas. They died in the Battle of the Argonne Forest. 


In addition to the preceding list is another list of boys who were not 
living in Sherman at this time but had lived there originally. This list is 
not complete, but is as nearly complete as is possible: 


Pvt. Wellington Bacon Pvt. Jay Marshall 

Pvt. Glen C. Bliss Sgt. Howard H. Strong 
Set. Howard K. Brewer Pvt. John Howe 

Cpl. Rollin T. Brewer Set. George R. Legters 


Capt. Henry S. Edmunds 
In the British Army was Fred W. Poate. 


In the honor of Grant S. Norton and Merle W. Raspas, was organized 
the Norton-Raspas Post, American Legion. The first Commander of this 
Legion was J. Hubert Wilde, and the Vice-Commander, Park E. Young. 
At the present time the following officers are: 
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AIRPLANE POST 


There is to be an observation post at North Harmony. The purpose 
of the post will be to report airplanes out of Jamestown. Airplanes out 
of Jamestown Airport should be over this post in six minutes. The post 
will report the type of plane, its number, altitude, direction it is going 
and whether it is coming’ or going. 


Sherman observation post along with 23 other plane-spotting centers 
in the county were operating on a twenty-four hour basis. 
Later the hours were reduced upon orders from the Army. That came 


after announcement from Washington that the danger was reduced. Act- 
ual spotting was reduced to 164 hours weekly with 140 local spotters on 
reserve. 


WAR TIME STARTS 


“War Time” went into operation in the country at 2 A. M. Monday 
February 9, 1942, and as the result the clocks were turned ahead an hour. 
rhe village board met, but did not deem it necessary to take action, since 
new time is a national law. 


DIM OUTS 


Permanent “dim-out” regulations were extended to Sherman and all 
rural districts by the Chautauqua County War Council in October 1942. 
[his order was sent out by Joseph S. Garwood, County Director of Civil- 
ian Protection. 


These “dim-outs” were necessitated by the fact that all future test 
blackouts will come as total surprises, not only to the civilian population but 
also to the Civilian Protection Staffs. Violaters of the blackout law face 
stiff penalties under State Law. 


WORLD WAR II HONOR ROLL 


Sherman can be proud that up until this time 129 men of this com- 
munity are serving our county in the Armed Forces of the United States. 
These men are helping to preserve our way of life. 


SHERMAN HONOR ROLL 


The Sherman Honor Roll was discarded at the dump on the Clymer 
road recently. This disgraceful maneuver caused quite an uproar among 
the Vets, as would naturally be expected. 


The Vets got together to decide what to do with the plaque. The pos- 
sibility of placing it on the west side of the Yorker Museum was discussed. 
However, the Vets now have a place at the cemetery to erect this plaque 
and one from World War I. 
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BLACK OUTS 


The citizens of Chautauqua County experienced their first black out 
in more than two months on March 8, 1948. The purpose of this blackout 
was to acquaint the citizens with the new warning systems which were 
recently installed. These new systems were approved by County Defense 
Chairman, Joseph S. Garwood. 


This practice blackout covered the largest area of any called before 
and was set up to extend over about two-thirds of New York State. 


AIR RAID DRILL 


Monday’s air raid drill confused the public as there was an error in 
the alarm system. The confusion arose as the result of not having the 
cight people operating the siren. The people who normally work the siren 
were not present at the required time, therefore someone with no exper- 
ience was called upon to operate the siren. This confusion proves that 
there is a definite need for more volunteers to help to make our air raid 
drills function properly. 


BOND DRIVE 


The gigantic task of raising $52,000 as our share in the bond drive 
faced the citizens of Sherman. 

The village and township of Sherman is not faced with a quota as we 
have no bank in our community. It is expected, however, that the citizens 
of Sherman will over subscribe this figure. 

Richard J. Sargent, County War Council Director and Joseph S. Gar- 
wood, Agricultural War Bond Chairman, were in Sherman to enlist the 
services of several air raid wardens for the rural areas. 


War bonds are on sale at the Sherman Post Office and also at the 
Clymer and Mayville banks. The quota is $150,000. 


BLOOD BANKS 


Sherman residents added many pints of blood to the Red Cross Blood 
Bank on each visit to the village, when the Buffalo Mobile Unit visited the 
Central School. 


Quotes From Early Sherman Papers 


Her knees may be cold, but she is warm-hearted. 
Women governors aren’t rare; every man has one. 


Our idea of a mis-alliance is when a girl with an artificial complexion 
marries a man with a make-believe income. 


Many Men Think 


They are busy whereas they are merely rushed. 

They are religious only when they are melancholy. 

They are educated because they have a college degree. 
They are hard-headed whereas they are only bone-hearted. 
They are frank when they are actually brutal. 

They are popular because they are being talked about. 
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Teacher—Lucy Poatte. 


Front Row Left to Right—Linda Marshall, Baker, Mary Brown, Claude Barnhardt, George Mil- 
ler, George Legters, Frank Wooster, Harlan Benton, Walter Schreus, Ed Anderson, Dave Stanton, Miss 
Poatte. | 


Back Row Left to Right: Mary Robbins, Alice Neckers, Mary Henry, Edna Burns, Grace Edminds, Mary 
McCray, Erma Smith, Fenno Edmunds, 





SHERMAN IN 1953 


If the early settlers of Sherman should happen to come through again 
today, they would find a great change. We now have five grocery stores— 
Quality Cash, Snowwhite, Red and White, Butch’s Food Market and Mc- 
Cormicks. Also our number of garages which replaced the livery stable 
of old, has increased to ten, namely—Richfield, Esso, Hubbards, H. K. 
Nuttall, W. L. Nuttal, Moorhead’s) Munger’s, Crane’s, Croscut’s and 
Keith’s. Besides our groceries and garages are a drug store, Hawley and 
Seblink; three hardwares, Cherry, Matteson’s, and Necker’s and Larson; 
Carlan Theater; Jimmy Voight’s Variety Store; a Dry Cleaners; Diner; 
Post Office; Bank; Morse Hotel; Cafe Espanol; Kozy Nook; Reed’s Sales 
Stable; Wright’s Billiards, Keggle Club ( bowling alley) ; Barney’s Black 
Smith; Spitzer Funeral Home; Antique Shop; Mick’s Lumber; Pleasant 
View Dairy ; Reed’s Meat Market ; the Sherman Department Store; Voight’s 
Liquor Store; Chautauqua News and J. M. Tallman, Contractor. We have 
two feed mills, G. L. F. and Steam Mill; two barbers, Munger and Gibbs; 
two beauty shops, Beth Rhebergen’s and Edna Russell’s; two veterinar- 
ians, Dr. Weeks and Dr. Francis; a dentist, Dr. Girvin; and an M. D., Dr. 
Patti. Sherman also can boast of a factory, the Duplex, owned by John 
Coe. This factory manufactures boxes of all shapes and sizes. We also 
have two farmers organizations, G. L. F. and Dairyman’s League. Our 
three churches include the Baptist, Community and Catholic. Also there 
is the Grange Hall, Minerva Library, Sherman Museum and the Shiloh Or- 
ganization. The many clubs of the town include Rebekahs, Eastern Star, 
Oddfellows, Masons, Men’s Association, Home Bureau, Music Boosters, 
Garden Club, Minerva Club and P. T. A. Young people’s organizations are 
4-H, Yorkers, Girl Scouts, Brownies, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Hi-Y, Tri- 
Hi-Y, Future Farmers of America and Future Homemakers of America. 
In the school are the band and choir and the Student Council which leads 
the student body. Yes, indeed, Sherman has grown and progressed in these 
130 years. 


NORVEL REED 


Norvel Reed’s Livestock Commission Sale was started in 1939 as Reed 
and Beusink (Norvel Reed and Lee Beusink). In 1946 the partnership was 
dissolved and Norvel Reed assumed complete and individual ownership. 


The approximate turnover of livestock is about 500 head including 
dairy cows and heifers, beef cattle, calves, hogs, and horses per week. The 
average number of employees ig 25. 


Milk price in February, 1953 was $4.58 for 3.5 test. 
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Compliments of GMc PONTIAC 
Beth’s Beauty Shoppe ingest a Hetil Ht 
Sherman, New York JOHN WIGGERS 
When £chool Days Are Over ’ 
May | Continue To Serve You? OSTRANDERS 
Mutual Benefit GROCERY 
Life Insurance Co. MEATS, GAS and OIL 
World Book Encyclopedia Bo cece Rr ee 
J. 1. ALLART 
George L. Wareham ouiecheehoan 
TRUCKING 





INSURANCE 


Sherman, New York 


Sherman, New York 
Telephone Sherman 3703 














JOHN H. JONES Compliments of 


General Agent 





The Bank of Jamestown 
FARMERS and TRADERS 





LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY SHERMAN BRANCH 












































Moorhead Auto Service 


Auto Repairing Welding 


and Radiator Repairing 


Telephone 2311 Sherman, N. Y. 








CENTRAL 
Barber Shop 


RALPH MUNGER, Prop. 


Sherman, N. Y. 








Compliments of 


Sherman Cleaners 





Compliments of 


SHERMAN 
Keggle Club 


HAMILTON & DAMON 


HEATING and PLUMBING 


Phone 2841 


Sherman, New York 











SHERMAN DINOR 


DON HEMINK 


Owner 





RADIO and REFRIGERATOR 


Sales and Service 


Neckers & Larson 





Sherman, New York 





Sherman Pharmacy 
HAWLEY 
and 


SEBLINK 





A Full Line of Fancy and Staple Groceries 


BUTCH’S FOOD MARKET 


















































SHERMAN’S 


Variety Store 


JIMMY VOIGHT’S 
5c and 10c 





Compliments of 


LOUIS VOIGHT’S 








DR. W. V. GIRVIN 


DENTIST 


101 East Main Street | 


Sherman, New York 


All Day Tues., Thurs., Sat. 
9:00 - 4:00 
Over Post Office 


Phone 3341 








For That Special 
Occasion or Home 
Cooked Meals Serve 


REED’S 
QUALITY MEATS 


Featured at 


Snow White Food Market 

































































W.L. NUTTALL 
& SON 


Chautauqua County’s Oldest Ford Agency 


SELLING FORDS SINCE 1916 


BRING YOUR FORD BACK HOME 


FOR SERVICE 
SHERMAN, NEW YORK 


Telephone 2771 






































Gordon K. Hooker 


GENERAL INSURANCE 


Phone 3433 


Sherman, New York 








Phones: 


Residence 3583 


Philip Pratt 


Office 2301 


GENERAL 
INSURANCE 


Sherman, New York 








Sherman, N. Y. 
Phone 3811 


Clymer, N. Y. 
Phone 162 


Spitzer Funeral 
Home 





Ambulance Service 






DONALD J. SPITZER 


Sherman, New York 





Compliments of 


Sherman Grange 


Since 1874 































































NORVEL REED 
Live Stock 


Commission _ Sales 


Every Tuesday Sherman, N. Y. 








PLEASANT VIEW DAIRY 


A. W. CROSCUT and SONS 





WE SERVE SHERMAN and FINDLEY LAKE AREAS 






























































Sherman Department Store 





DRY GOODS - CLOTHING — FOOTWEAR 


Quality Merchandise 


Reasonably Priced 














Compliments of Compliments of 


Morse Hotel Red and White 











GOOD FOOD FANCY GROCERIES 
and FRESH MEATS 
Leg al Beverages Birds-Eye Frosted Foods 


SHERMAN, NEW YORK Jenkins Ice Cream 



























































Compliments of 


DUPLEX 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Sherman, New York 





CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH 


Hubbard Motor 
Sales, Inc. 
Main Street 


Sherman, New York 


P. J. HUBBARD Telephone 221 








SNOW WHITE 
Food Market 
CHOICE GROCERIES 


Birds-Eye Frozen Foods 


Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 





Feeds. Seed And 
Farm Supplies 


Chautauqua County 
Farmers Milk 
Producing Ass'n 


Incorporated 


Sherman, New York 


TELEPHONE 3601 















































Oftice 


i Residence 








Phone 2451 


J. M. TALLMAN 
& SON 


| Contractors and Builders 


Sherman, New York 
J.B. TALLMAN 


109 E. Main 


153 E. Main 





MELVIN CROSCUT 
EAST SIDE GARAGE 
General Repairs 
Sherman, New York 


TELEPHONE 3271 


Compliments 


of a 


— FRIEND — 








GUY GIBBONS 


WRECKER SERVICE 


PORTABLE WELDING 


Used Car Parts, Scrap lion, Salvage | 


Used Pipe and Angle Ircn 


| Dealer in Wetherill’s Atlas Paint 


House and Barn Spraying 
SHERMAN, NEW YORK 


TELEPHONE 2553 
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